
 
 
 

1 
 

Class: The Truth of It: World Religions and the  
Nature of Belief (Religious Studies)  

Workshop 1: World Religions  
 
60-75 minutes: The Inspire Scholars Programme for Years 9, 10 & 11 

Learning Objectives (skills-based) 

To recall and share knowledge on religions 
To be able to reflect on and discuss complications arising from the co-existence of different religions 
with conflicting truth claims 
 
Learning Points (knowledge-based) 

1) To learn about the history and development of religion 
2) To learn the definition of a ‘truth claim’  

 
Materials required 

Online resources on computer screen and projector are required for the Presentation (Material C). 

A. Video on the spread of 5 major world religions: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AvFl6UBZLv4 
(also embedded into Presentation) 
B. Whiteboard and pens 
C. Presentation slides on world religions 
D. Discovery Cards on world religions (x5) 
E. Activity Pack (one per pupil) 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AvFl6UBZLv4
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Session outline 

Time 

(mins) 

Activity Key skills Materials 

10 • Pupils discuss in groups (of 3-4 students) 

the religions they have heard of and what 

they know about those religions 

• Points raised in group discussion are 

shared as a whole class 

• Watch video on spread of world religions 

• To undertake peer-

learning and consolidate 

knowledge on religions 

 

A, B 

20 • Teacher distributes religion fact cards 

randomly around the room and hands 

out activity packs. (If walkaround 

activities are not possible due to covid 

restrictions, pupils can be placed into 

groups of 2-3 and discovery cards 

distributed to them. Each card can be 

rotated to a new group every few 

minutes.) 

• Pupils walk around the room, gathering 

information about religions 

• When pupils have completed all the 

boxes, they can fill in the timeline section 

at the end to map out when different 

religions surfaced 

• To collect information 

independently 

• To forge links from 

different pieces of 

knowledge 

 

D, E 

5 • Teacher defines ‘truth claim’. Introduce 

the idea that the ‘truth claims’ of 

different religions might be 

contradictory, which can lead to 

disagreement or conflict about the 

compatibility of different sets of religious 

beliefs. 

• Pupils discuss in pairs or small groups 

some of the truth claims made in the 

religions they have been researching 

• To apply concepts to 

knowledge 

C 

5-10 • In small groups, pupils discuss the 

challenges that arise from having all 

these truth claims at once 

• Pupils share ideas with the class, and 

notes on a whiteboard are made of 

conflicting truth claims students have 

identified.  

• Teacher runs through the concepts of 

‘inclusivism’, ‘exclusivism’ and 

• To approach ideas with 

an aim of achieving 

consistency 

C 
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‘pluralism’. (For guidance, some 

explanatory teacher notes can be found 

in the Notes to the presentation.) 

10-15 • In groups of three, each pupil takes on 

the persona of an inclusivist, exclusivist 

or pluralist; pupil then discuss how to 

resolve the conflicting truth claims on the 

board from the point of view of their 

respective positions 

• To defend a 

philosophical stance and 

argue convincingly 

• To consider strengths 

and weaknesses of many 

positions in an argument  

C, D 

5-10 • Teacher asks for groups to give a 

summary of the points that were raised 

in their groups 

• To learn from the ideas 

of peers 

B 
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Syllabus links to National Curriculum (KS3-5) 

The DfE does not provide a set curriculum for students of Religious Studies. Therefore, OCR GCSE 

(https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/240547-specification-accredited-gcse-religious-studies-j625.pdf) 

and A-Level (https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-

studies-h573.pdf) specifications (consulted 5/9/2020) have been used as a guide for the design of 

these workshops.  

The Assessment Objectives of GCSE and A-Level RS are fairly similar, so the A-Level ones have been 

retained to stretch students slightly further: 

“Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 

• religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  

• influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  

• cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  

• approaches to the study of religion and belief. 

Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, including their significance, 

influence and study.” 

These workshops have been designed to inform students about different religions and approaches 

to religion, and to encourage them to reflect on the implications of the knowledge they have 

acquired.  
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