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Class: Show and Tell: Verbal and Non‐Verbal  
Storytelling (English & Drama) 

Workshop 1: Verbal Storytelling 

 
60-70 minutes: The Inspire Scholars Programme for years 9, 10 & 11 
 
Learning Objectives (skills-based) 
 

1. Assess similarities and differences between different styles of storytelling 
2. Apply narrative structure to create a story using a specific format  

 
Learning Points (knowledge-based) 
 

1. In Old English stories were created and passed down orally. 
2. Stories were accompanied by music, and took one of two forms: 

o Epics (relating to the actions of heroes) 
o Lyrics (lamentations, often including an important message about life) 

3. Verbal and poetic storytelling continues to be used today, in various forms and contexts 
4. Storytelling can also involve nonverbal communication – physical theatre. 

 
Materials required 
 
Online resources on computer screen and projector with audio facilities are required for accessing 
online videos (Material C). 
 

A. The Y11Eng01P1 Student workbook (to print, 1 per student) and pencils (to bring, 1 per 
student) 

B. The Y11Eng01P1 Teacher workbook (student workbook with example answers) (1) 
C. Online videos preloaded to correct start time:   

o Beowulf Old English video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CH-_GwoO4xI (0:00 
– 0:42) 

o Video of Patience Agbabi’s ‘Refugee Tales’ from Oxford Podcasts: 
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/patience-agbabi-reading-and-conversation-podcast (27:11 
– 32:42) 

 
Note: External embedded items in PowerPoint such as videos are disabled by default on some 
computers. If prompted by your computer, you should allow this content to be enabled; or 
alternatively, the links to the videos are provided, and so you can just access them directly on 
rather than playing through the presentation. 

 
 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CH-_GwoO4xI
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/patience-agbabi-reading-and-conversation-podcast
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Session outline 
 

Time 
(mins) 

Activity Key skills Materials 

15 • Introduce this session examining traditional forms 
of storytelling.  

• First, students should consider – ‘What is a story?’. 

• Ask students to define a story, in their own words. 
Initially this should be done in pairs, then students 
should share ideas with the group. 

• Examine the definition of a story provided in the 
Teacher’s Workbook.  

• Based on this broad definition, ask students to 
name as many kinds of story as they can – they 
should write the examples discussed into the 
space in their Workbook section (Stories, Warm-
up exercise). 

• Some examples are provided in the Teacher’s 
Workbook. 

• After talking about these examples, ask students 
to reflect on how many stories they have told or 
been told recently. Prompt them to think about 
conversations with friends and family, what they 
have watched or read. Does this number surprise 
them? 
 

• Recall different 
modes of 
storytelling 

A, B 

15 • Ask students to read the ‘Simple stories’ section 
of their workbook, which introduces a story 
exercise. 

• Assign a student to start Story 1 using the start 
word. When all the list words have been used and 
a short narrative has been told (use your 
judgement for this) move the students onto telling 
their second story. Try to have two stories of 
similar length, to allow for easier comparison.  

• Once the stories are completed, ask students to 
reflect on how they found their storytelling. 
Prompt questions are given in the Teacher’s 
Workbook. 
 

• Create a 
collaborative story 
 

A, B 

10 • Students should read the ‘Oral Literature and 
Anglo-Saxon England’ and ‘Beowulf comparison’ 
sections of their workbook. 

• Then play the video Material C for students (0:00 – 
0:42). This has a reading of Beowulf in Old English. 
Students should listen to the playthrough once. 

• Ask students to look at the notes on Old English, 
then play the video Material C for students again 

• Describe the 
history/significance 
of the oral tradition 
in Anglo-Saxon 
culture 

• Compare Old 
English to a 
modern translation 

A, B, C 
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(0:00 – 0:42) and ask them to read along with the 
text provided in their Workbooks. 

• Students should then examine the Modern English 
translation. 

• Discuss as a class (or in groups) the questions in 
the workbook relating to Beowulf. 
 

15 • Students should turn to the ‘Verbal storytelling 
today’ section of the workbook, and discuss the 
first question either in groups or as a class 

• Play students the Oxford Podcasts video of 
Patience Agbabi (27:11 – 32:42, preload the video 
to the correct start time to save time) 

• Then turn to the second set of discussion points 
about the impact of verbal storytelling today. 
Again, students can discuss in groups, or as a class 
 

• Discuss the 
relevance and 
impact of verbal 
storytelling in 
contemporary 
culture 

A,B,C 

5-10 • Introduce the concept of nonverbal storytelling.  

• An alternative traditional storytelling technique is 
called physical theatre. This involves using physical 
movement to tell a story: dance and mime are two 
examples 

• Students should work in pairs to communicate a 
story nonverbally. One should tell a story of their 
journey to school without using their voice or 
writing anything down, then they should swap 
over. Depending on the size of the room, you may 
need to create space to allow students room to 
move 
 

• Communicate a 
story nonverbally 

A,B 

0 • Extension activity: students could be asked to 
observe a film or TV show that they watch over the 
following fortnight, and see if they can identify any 
instances of nonverbal storytelling – story, plot or 
characterisation conveyed through characters’ 
physical actions, gestures, or expressions rather 
than their words. 
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Syllabus links to national curriculum (KS4)  

 
Syllabus correct from following sources, 5th June 2020. 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file
/254498/GCSE_English_literature.pdf 
 
English Literature 
Reading comprehension and reading critically 

• literal and inferential comprehension: understanding a word, phrase or sentence in context; 
exploring aspects of plot, characterisation, events and settings; […]; explaining motivation, 
sequence of events, and the relationship between actions or events 

• critical reading: identifying the theme and distinguishing between themes; supporting a point of 
view by referring to evidence in the text; recognising the possibility of and evaluating different 
responses to a text; using understanding of writers’ social, historical and cultural contexts to 
inform evaluation; making an informed personal response that derives from analysis and 
evaluation of the text 
evaluation of a writer’s choice of vocabulary, grammatical and structural features: analysing and 
evaluating how language (including figurative language), structure, form and presentation 
contribute to quality and impact; […] 

• comparing texts: comparing and contrasting texts studied, referring where relevant to theme, 
characterisation, context (where known), style and literary quality; […] 

 
English language 
Subject aims and learning outcomes 

• read a wide range of texts, fluently and with good understanding  
 
Critical reading and comprehension 

• critical reading and comprehension: identifying and interpreting themes, ideas and 
information in a range of literature and other high-quality writing; reading in different 
ways for different purposes, and comparing and evaluating the usefulness, relevance 
and presentation of content for these purposes 

• summary and synthesis: identifying the main theme or themes; summarising ideas and 
information from a single text; synthesising from more than one text 

 
 
Syllabus links to national curriculum (KS5)  

 
Although the aim is not to teach KS5 material, introducing students considering A-levels in these 
subjects to KS5 material, where relevant, will help them when they come to learn these topics.  
 
Syllabus correct from following sources, 5th June 2020. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gce-as-and-a-level-music 
 
English literature 
Aims and objectives 

• engage critically and creatively with a substantial body of texts and ways of responding to them 

• develop and effectively apply their knowledge of literary analysis and evaluation 

• explore the contexts of the texts they are reading […] 
 



 
 

5 
 
 

Subject content 
Knowledge and understanding 

• Students’ study may include texts in translation that have been influential and significant 
in the development of literature in English. 

 
English language and literature 
Aims and objectives 

• engage creatively and critically with a wide range of texts 

• explore the ways in which texts relate to each other and the contexts in which they are 
produced and received 

Subject content 
Knowledge and understanding 

• ways in which texts relate to each other and to the contexts in which they are produced and 
received 

• the significance of contextual factors in the production and reception of texts 
 

Skills 

• explore connections across a wide range of literary and non-literary texts 
 


