
 
 

 

Class: Brave New Worlds (English Lit) 
Workshop 1: Utopias   

Utopias Teacher Prompt Sheet  

 
Prompt questions for discussion of Early Modern Europe, with reference to three Bruegel 

paintings, along with answers. (Bruegel was a Dutch artist, and the paintings actually depict what 

is now the Netherlands, but depict aspects of life common across Northern Europe at the time, 

including England.) 

 

• Pieter Bruegel the Elder, ‘The Peasant Wedding’ (1567) 

o Who are the people in the painting, and what is the painting depicting? The painting 

depicts peasants at a wedding. The bride sits in front of the green wall-hanging (with 

a small paper crown hovering above her) 

o What kind of food and drink are they consuming? Porridge, soup, bread, and ale 

o What kind of building are they in? What is the furniture made of? The wedding feast 

is held in a barn (as indicated by the sheaves of wheat and farming tools in the 

scene). The furniture is wooden and roughly hewn 

o What kind of entertainment is at the wedding? Two men are playing doedelzak, a 

kind of Dutch bagpipe 

 

• Pieter Bruegel the Elder, ‘The Hunters in the Snow’ (1565) 

o Who are the people represented in the painting’s foreground, and what are they 

doing? Hunters are returning from a presumably unsuccessful hunt, as only one man 

carries a very skinny fox on his back 

o What are the people in the background doing? Ice skating on the frozen river 

o What do you need in order to survive in cold, snowy weather? Do you think 

everyone in Early Modern England had access to these resources? Warm clothing, 

sustaining food for animals and livestock, materials to make fire, waterproof shelter 

o Look at the buildings in this painting – what kind of buildings can you identify? What 

does this indicate about the society represented? Buildings in the painting include: a 

watermill, a church, an inn (in the foreground, with its tell-tale sign), many houses 

 

• Pieter Bruegel the Elder, ‘The Beggars’ (1568) 

o Who are the people represented in the painting? This painting depicts disabled 

beggars, who would not receive any support from the state and so would be forced 

to rely on begging 

o What does this painting tell us about the care for disabled people in Early Modern 

England? They were largely abandoned if not cared for by their family or friends. In 

the painting, the beggars are shown outside of the town walls, as if emphasising 

their abandonment 

 



 
 

 

 

Answers to Utopias – Words of the World Quiz  

 

1. How does the Oxford English Dictionary define ‘utopia’? An imagined perfect place or state 

of things 

2. What did King Henry VIII do to Thomas More? Beheaded him 

3. Which language is the term ‘utopia’ derived from? Ancient Greek 

4. What does ‘utopia’ directly translate as? ‘no place’ 

5. Who is Raphael Hythloday? The traveller who claims to have been to Utopia in More’s book 

6. What does ‘hythloday’ translate as? ‘a talker of nonsense’ 

 

Prompts for Utopia Creation activity: 

 

Have students considered… 

• Education (what kind of education does your community receive? What age does it begin 

and end? How formal is this education?) 

• Healthcare (how does your community care for its sick? Do they have to pay?) 

• Crime (do you have laws? What happens when people break those laws?) 

• Housing (individual design and mass planning) (what do individual houses look like? What do 

buildings look like, and who oversees their design?) 

• Public spaces and buildings (what kind of provision are you making for people’s leisure 

time?) 

• Travel (can your utopians travel. If so, how and where?) 

• Government (how much influence does your government have over its citizen’s daily life?) 

• Ecological impact (is your society eco-friendly?) 

• Parenthood (who is responsible for raising children?) 

• Marriage (do people marry? If so, how and where?) 

• Food (how is it made? Where does it come from? Any requirements, for example is 

everyone vegan?) 

• Technology (what kind of technology do your utopians have access to?) 

 


