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UtopiasUtopias
Activity 1: Words of the World Quiz

Activity 2: Excerpts from the text

1. How does the Oxford English Dictionary define ‘utopia’?

2. What did King Henry VIII do to Thomas More?

3. Which language is the term ‘utopia’ derived from?

4. What does ‘utopia’ directly translate to in modern English?

5. Who is Raphael Hythloday?

6. What does ‘Hythloday’ translate to in modern English?

Carefully read the extract which you’ve been assigned and 
consider the features of More’s Utopia.

Are there any elements which you think are particularly 
significant?

Which elements of your extract do you think would improve 
the lives of people living in England in the sixteenth 

century?

Are there any individuals or groups of people who suffer or 
are forgotten in these plans?

Tip: Struggling with the language of the passage? Try reading it aloud!
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ExcerptsExcerpts
‘There be in the island fifty-four large and fair cities, or shire towns, agreeing all 
together in one tongue, in like manners, institutions, and laws. They be all set and 
situate alike, and in all points fashioned alike, as far forth as the place or plot suffereth 
[as much as the landscape allows]. Of these cities they that be nighest together be 
twenty-four miles asunder. Again, there is none of them distant from the next above 
one day’s journey afoot. […] On the back side of the houses, through the whole length 
of the street, lie gardens enclosed round about with the back part of the streets. [The 
doors] are neither locked nor bolted […] whoso will may go in, for there is nothing 
within the houses that is private or any man’s own. And every tenth year they change 
their houses by rote.’
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‘No household or farm in the country hath fewer than forty persons, men and 
women, besides two bondmen which be all under the rule and order of the good man 
and the good wife of the house, being both very sage, discreet, and ancient persons. 
And every thirty farms or families have one head ruler which is called a Philarch, 
being as it were a head bailiff. Out of every one of these families or farms cometh 
every year into the city twenty persons which have continued two years before in 
the country. In their place so many fresh be sent thither out of the city, who, them 
that have been there a year already, and be therefore expert and cunning in
husbandry, shall be instructed and taught. And they the next year shall teach other.’2.

 F
am

ily
 L

iv
in

g 

‘They neither make bondmen of prisoners taken in battle, unless it be in battle that 
they fought themselves, nor of bondmen’s children, nor, to be short, of any such as 
they can get out of foreign countries, though he were there a bondman. But either 
such as among themselves for heinous offences be punished with bondage, or else 
such as in the cities of other lands for great trespass be condemned to death.’3.
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‘And, seeing his life to him is but a torment, that he will not be unwilling to die, 
but rather take a good hope to him, and either dispatch himself out of that 
painful life, as out of a prison or rack of torment, or else suffer himself willingly 
to be rid out of it by another. […] But they cause none such to die against his will, 
not hey use no less diligence and attendance about him.’
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‘The woman is not married before she be eighteen years old. The man is four years 
older before he marry […] And matrimony is there never broken but by death, except 
adultery break the bond, or else the intolerable wayward manners of either party. […] 
The husbands chastise their wives, and the parents their children, unless they have 
done any so horrible an offence, that the open punishment thereof maketh much for 
the advancement of honest manners.’
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