
 

 

Worldmapper Activity: Teacher Key and Explanations 

 

Cartogram explainer: 

The maps in this activity are called cartograms. Here, the size of each country has been resized in proportion to a given variable. These were produced by 

the team at Worldmapper.org. 

 

Geographical maps aim to accurately represent the size of different countries, where the greater the area a country takes up on the planet, the larger it is 

on the map.  

 

As Geographers, however, we often want to communicate stories about people, not geographical areas. Instead of asking ‘how much area is affected’ we 

want to know ‘how many people are affected?’. This is challenging because the number of people living in a given area varies around the world, so whilst 

the UK contains around 434 people per square kilometre, in Australia it’s just 3.3. Cartograms can help us get around this problem by adjusting the size of 

different countries according to the number of people (or things!) who live there.  

 

Map Number Label  Explanation* 

1 F  

Absolute 

Poverty  

Absolute poverty is defined by the World Bank as living on the equivalent of US$1.90 a day or less. This money has to cover 

the basics of food, shelter and water. In four countries more than 70% of the population are living below the poverty line: 

Madagascar, Burundi, DR Congo and Malawi. Overall, there has been improvement in the recent years, Nigeria and Mali 

could reduce their absolute poverty rate from 90% in 2002 to around 50% in 2016. The only non-African country among 

the poorest 15 in Haiti. The countries with the poorest population in absolute numbers are India, Nigeria and Democratic 

Republic of Congo, followed by Ethiopia and Bangladesh. 

2 B 

Football 

World Cup 

Wins 1930-

2018 

This map reveals the domination of Europe and South America in the tournament (in participation, as well as in the world 

cup winners), those regions with football being among the most popular sports. As of the end of the tournament in Russia 

in 2018, Brazil is leading the ranking of all-time World Cup with five wins (in 1958, 1962, 1970, 1994, 2002), ahead of 

Germany (in 1954, 1974, 1990, 2014) and Italy (in 1934, 1938, 1982, 2006) both with four wins and Argentina (in 1978, 

1986), France (in 1998, 2018) and Uruguay (in 1930, 1950) with two wins each. England and Spain have both won the 

trophy once. 

https://worldmapper.org/
https://worldmapper.org/maps/absolute-poverty-2016/?sf_action=get_data&sf_data=results&_sft_product_cat=income
https://worldmapper.org/maps/absolute-poverty-2016/?sf_action=get_data&sf_data=results&_sft_product_cat=income
https://worldmapper.org/maps/football-world-cup-wins-1930t2018/
https://worldmapper.org/maps/football-world-cup-wins-1930t2018/
https://worldmapper.org/maps/football-world-cup-wins-1930t2018/
https://worldmapper.org/maps/football-world-cup-wins-1930t2018/


 

 

3. D 

McDonald’s 

Restaurants 

 

McDonald’s has become one of the symbolic institutions of globalisation. The company is now active in around 120 

countries and runs more than 35,000 outlets around the world. If seen as an icon of globalisation, then the distribution of 

restaurants also is an indicator for the underlying global inequalities: Europe and North America dominate the global 

picture, while especially China has grown considerably ever since in 1990 the first outlet opened. Seven countries have 

seen the company disappear from their market again (Barbados, Bermuda, Iceland, Iran, Jamaica, and Macedonia). 

4. E  

Welsh 

language 

speakers 

Welsh is a Celtic language, spoken by roughly half a million people as their first language. The majority of those are in 

Wales, where an effort has been made to revive the language. There are also thought to be around 200,000 in England, 

many of them in London or near the border with Wales. There is a Welsh community in the Chubut Valley in Argentine 

Patagonia, descendants of a group who left Wales in 1865. There are also Welsh speakers recorded in the censuses of the 

United States, Canada and Australia. 

5 C 

Camels  

Camels can live on the coarsest of sparse vegetation, feeding on thorny plants, leaves and shrubs, and dried grasses that 

other animals would refuse, which makes them valuable livestock for the hotter and drier regions of the world. This is 

reflected in the map: Camels are only found in Africa, Asia and – to a very small extent – Europe. The world’s largest camel 

population – more than 7 million camels – live in Somalia, followed by Sudan and Kenya. The first country outside of Africa 

is Pakistan on the 8th place. 

6 A 

Carbon 

Dioxide 

Emissions in 

2015 

When looking at where most changes took place between 1990 and 2015, mostly the emerging economies have 

contributed much to the recent increases in carbon emissions. Other parts of the world, first and foremost much of Eastern 

Europe, Central Asia, and Russia, have seen considerable declines. This is attributed to the fall of the iron curtain and a 

process of deindustrialisation of the most polluting industries there, that were less so down to political commitments to 

reducing carbon emissions than results of an economic transition. Looking at the changes rather than the total emissions – 

which put the industrialised world much more prominently on the map – highlights the difficulties in coming to 

international agreements to tackling climate change. 

 

*Explanations adapted from Worldmapper.org and were correct as of July 2021.  

 

 

https://worldmapper.org/maps/foodchains-mcdonalds-2018/
https://worldmapper.org/maps/foodchains-mcdonalds-2018/
https://worldmapper.org/maps/welsh-language-2005/?sf_action=get_data&sf_data=results&_sft_product_cat=language
https://worldmapper.org/maps/welsh-language-2005/?sf_action=get_data&sf_data=results&_sft_product_cat=language
https://worldmapper.org/maps/welsh-language-2005/?sf_action=get_data&sf_data=results&_sft_product_cat=language
https://worldmapper.org/maps/camels-2016/
https://worldmapper.org/maps/carbon-emissions-2015/
https://worldmapper.org/maps/carbon-emissions-2015/
https://worldmapper.org/maps/carbon-emissions-2015/
https://worldmapper.org/maps/carbon-emissions-2015/

