
 

Class: Unchartered Territory (Geography) 
Workshop 2: The Power of Maps 

 

 

75 minutes: The Inspire Scholars Programme for Years 9, 10 & 11   

Learning objectives (skills based): 

To articulate arguments about the power of maps as political tools which reflect 

the ideologies of their creators. 

To interpret and analyse geographical information presented in the form of cartograms. 

To summarise and articulate arguments about the power of counter-maps to tell 

hidden stories. 

To make counter-maps and sketches to present geographical information in novel ways. 

Learning points (knowledge based): 

1. Maps are not neutral representations of the world around us but can reflect 

ideological concerns and have political implications. 

2. A cartogram is a type of map where the size of a territory is proportional to the 

value of a given variable. 

3. Cartograms allow us to think about the world in new and creative ways. 

4. Counter-mapping is the practice of creating alternative representations of the 

world that challenge existing maps and show hidden stories. 

Materials Required: 

A. Online resources on computer screen and projector (with sound). (Links to 

CityLab video below) 

B. Worldmapper maps and labels (1 per pair/small group) 

C. Worldmapper teacher explainer sheet 

D. Counter-mapping pack (3 maps) 

E. Counter-mapping worksheet (1 per student) 

F. Coloured pencils and pens 

G. Extension resource sheet (1 per student, optional) 



 

Session Outline: 

Time 

(mins) 

Activity Key skills Materials 

15 • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Show the three propaganda 

maps on the PowerPoint. 

Ask students to discuss (in 

pairs or as a whole group) 

each one in turn, focusing on 

the questions on the slide. 

As a class, feed back student 

answers. Use the explainers 

under each map to aid the 

discussion. 

Summarise the idea that 

maps are not neutral 

representations of the world 

and are powerful objects 

which can be used for 

political or other purposes. 

Introduce how, in this 

session, we’re going to look 

at how the power of maps 

can be harnessed to tell 

other stories about the world 

around us. 

• 

• 

• 

Cartographic 

analysis. 

Conceptualising 

abstract ideas. 

Constructing 

arguments. 

A 

15 • 

• 

• 

Explain to students that a 

cartogram is a type of map 

where the size of a territory 

is proportional to the value 

of a given variable. 

In pairs or small groups, ask 

students to match up the 

Worldmapper maps in their 

packs to the labels. 

Feed back the answers. 

Discuss: (1) which matches 

have they identified?; (2) 

which were hardest/easiest?; 

• 

• 

Conceptualising 

abstract ideas. 

Cartographic 

analysis. 

A, B, C 



 
 

• 

(3) were they surprised 
by any of the maps? 

Discuss the advantages and 

disadvantages of using 

cartograms to show 

information about the world. 

   

20 • 

• 

• 

Explain to students that we 

are now going to look at 

another example of how 

maps can be used to tell 

hidden stories: counter-

maps. Divide students into 

three groups, and assign 

each group one of the three 

counter-maps in the pack In 

their groups, students 

should discuss and answer 

the questions in the student 

worksheet (Activity 1). 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Fact-finding, 

independently. 

Comprehension 

of complex 

materials. 

Cartographic 

analysis. 

Teamwork and 

peer learning. 

Synthesis and 

selection. 

A, D, E 

20 • 

• 

• 

• 

Explain that anyone can 

produce a counter-map 

based on their own 

experiences of the world. 

Watch the CityLabs video 

about neighbourhood 

counter-mapping during 

the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Following the instructions on 

Activity 2 of the worksheet, 

students should sketch out a 

counter-map that represents 

how they experienced their 

home and/or local area 

during recent lockdowns. This 

can be as abstract as they 

want. 

On the map, they should 

mark out sites that are 

important to them, telling the 

hidden stories which would 

• 

• 

Cartographic 

skills. 

Applying 

new skills in 

a different 

content. 

A, D, E, F 



 
  be missing from conventional 

maps. 

   

5 • 

• 

• 

[If time allows] Select 

students to present 

their maps to the class. 

End by asking: which other 

hidden stories we could tell 

using counter-maps? 

Handout extension resource 

sheets. 

• 

• 

• 

Academic 

oracy. 

Oral 

presentation. 

Teamwork and 

peer learning. 

E 

 

Links: 

Link to Bloomberg CityLabs video: 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2020-06-18/how-2020-remapped-your-world-

video  

Syllabus links to National Curriculum (KS3): 

Aims: 

The national curriculum for geography aims to ensure that all pupils are competent in the 

geographical skills needed to: 

• interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, 

globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS). 

• communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through 

maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length. 

Subject content: 

Pupils should be taught to: 

• extend their locational knowledge and deepen their spatial awareness of the 

world’s countries using maps of the world. 

• use Geographical Information Systems (GIS) to view, analyse and interpret 

places and data. 

• interpret Ordnance Survey maps in the classroom and the field, including using 

grid references and scale, topographical and other thematic mapping, and 

aerial and satellite photographs 

Syllabus links to GCSE Curriculum (KS4): 

GCSE specifications should require students to develop and demonstrate the following skills: 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2020-06-18/how-2020-remapped-your-world-video
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2020-06-18/how-2020-remapped-your-world-video


 

 • The use of a range of maps, atlases, Ordnance Survey maps, satellite imagery and 

other graphic and digital material, including the use of Geographical Information 

Systems (GIS), to obtain, illustrate, analyse and evaluate geographical information. 
 


