
 

the Nature of Belief (Religious Studies)  
Workshop 2: Religious Belief & Plurality 

Class: The Truth of It: World Religions and  

60-75 minutes –The Inspire Scholars Programme for years 9, 10 &11 

Learning Objectives (skills-based) 

To reflect on some of the factors that contribute to someone’s beliefs 
To be able to summarise and present information to a group 
To be able to discuss and debate ideas about the formation of religious belief 

To be able to draw on knowledge from both sessions to write a reflective piece on religious 

plurality Learning Points (knowledge-based) 

1) To learn about some of the factors that people take into consideration when 

making decisions about religious beliefs: 

a. Religious experience 

b. Miracles 

c. Scripture 

d. Family and culture 

Materials required 

Online resources on computer screen and projector are required for the Presentation (Material C). 

A. Whiteboard and pens 
B. Presentation slides on religious beliefs and plurality 
C. Discovery Cards on forming religious beliefs (x4) 
D. Materials for making posters (pens and paper) 
E. Activity Pack (one per pupil) 
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Session outline 

Time 
(mins) 

Activity Key skills Materials 

5-10 • 

• 

Pupils quickly define inclusivism, 
exclusivism, pluralism 

Pupils share ideas as a class about 

some reasons why someone may 

be a believer of a particular religion 

• 

• 

To recall concepts used 
previously 

To reflectively analyse the 

process of belief formation 

A 

25-30 • 

• 

• 

• 

Place pupils into four groups, and 

allocate one ‘forming religious 

beliefs’ discovery idea to each 

group. 

In groups, pupils make a poster 

about one of the factors that 

people may use to form religious 

beliefs, using their discovery packs 

The groups present their poster 

to the class 

Pupils can make notes in their 

activity packs about the 

presentations of the other groups 

• 

• 

• 

To collate and summarise 

information 

To present information 

concisely and clearly 

To make effective notes 

C, D, E 

15-20 • 

• 

Pupils have a few minutes to jot 

down ideas about the following 

question: ‘If I had been born in a 

different time and place, I would 

likely have held a different religion.’ 

Does this make it irrational for me to 

hold the religion I do?’ 

The class then splits into two halves 

– for and against – and debates the 

question 

• To synthesise different 

topics in order to reach 

further conclusions 

E 

5-10 • Pupils write down their final ideas 

and reflections regarding religious 

plurality on their activity packs 

• To consolidate understanding 

of new ideas and concepts 

E 
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Syllabus links to National Curriculum (KS3-5) 

The DfE does not provide a set curriculum for students of Religious Studies. Therefore, OCR GCSE 

(https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/240547-specification-accredited-gcse-religious-studies-

j625.pdf) and A-Level (https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-

gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf) specifications (consulted 5/9/2020) have been used as a guide for 

the design of these workshops. 

The Assessment Objectives of GCSE and A-Level RS are fairly similar, so the A-Level ones have been 

retained to stretch students slightly further: 

“Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 

• religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching 

• influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies 

• cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice 

• approaches to the study of religion and belief. 

Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, including their 

significance, influence and study.” 

These workshops have been designed to inform students about different religions and approaches 

to religion, and to encourage them to reflect on the implications of the knowledge they have 

acquired. 
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