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Café Challenges Design Specifications

As you have just seen, a design brief is the requirements outlined by a
client. It may include particular details or product criteria which the client
wants to see in a product. 

 
Your client for this session is Tommy White Teas café. They would like a new
stand designed, to hold afternoon-teas (which have sandwiches, cafes etc.).
The design brief is to the right:

“We would like to offer customers an afternoon tea option. This
would include sandwiches, cakes and mini-desserts; enough food

for two people to share. The stand to hold the afternoon tea
needs to be a centrepiece on the table. It should be attractive,

but also easy to carry to a table and stable on the table. We
would like it to be tiered with 2-3 layers to display the food but fit

onto our two-person coffee tables.”

The Brief 

 A design brief does not always include all the details a designer requires to make a new product. A design specification is a more detailed list of requirements,
which takes into account both the design brief, and research done by the designer. 

In your groups, use the design brief and the product analysis provided to create a detailed design specification for your afternoon tea stand. In cases where
the design brief is not clear, decide as a group what features are important to your product (e.g. the target market). Fill in the table below to guide you:

Aesthetics
(Appearance) 

Design Feature 

Function
(Product Purpose)

Materials (Product
Components)

Performance (Product
Performance in different

scenarios) 

Target Market (Who the
product is for)

Environmental Impact

Description/Details
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Now you have created your design brief, use this and your group discussion as a basis to 
develop a product idea. Work by yourself, and sketch an idea for how your afternoon-tea stand may look:

Sketch your afternoon-tea stand (use your design
specification as a basis for your ideas. Be sure to

include labels to explain your design)
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A ____________ is a list of instructions given to a designer to a client. In order to create a design
specification, a designer must combine this with ____________ and secondary research. An example

of primary research is ________________________. Once a design specification has been made, a designer
can visualise their product ideas using ____________ or ____________. A model can be more useful than a

sketch, as it can allow for ____________ of the product. A product is rarely manufactured without
____________ occurring first. This is part of the ____________________________________.
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Complete the summary using the words below:

Iterative Design Process Product Analysis Sketches Primary

Design Brief Models Modification  Testing

If you would like to know more about the design process, you can look at the following
resources: 

Why you should make
useless things

The secret of design is …
noticing

The evolution of mobile
phones

TOPIC MEDIA FORMAT HOW TO FIND IT

TED talk

TED talk

Blog

https://www.ted.com/talks/simone_giertz_why_
you_should_make_useless_things

https://www.ted.com/talks/tony_fadell_the_first_
secret_of_design_is_noticing#t-6034

https://flauntdigital.com/blog/evolution-mobile-
phones
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Complete the summary using the words below:

Your client, Tommy White Teas
café, has another challenge. They
are requesting unique tables to be
designed for their new dining area:

“Our café has a cosy feeling, and we would like to have family tables
which seat 4-6 people. The tables should stand out as eye-catching, as
we want people to remember them when they leave. We have
considered having an unusual feature, such a design on the surface. The
surface should be flat, and easy to clean between customer visits.”The Brief 

Further Thoughts

The café like some parts of this design, but aren’t completely happy. They said:

“Our café is quite traditional, with lots
of wood and dim lighting. We wouldn’t
want anything which looked too
modern, as it may appear out of place.”

Designers often start part-way through a project, or have to work in
a group alongside other designers. Think of two changes to the
design above, to help it better meet the café’s design brief. Draw in
your changes, and label them on the sketch.

A design has been sketched for you here:


