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 Class: Making Your Mark 
Workshop 1: Monoprinting 

Lesson Plan 
 

60-70 minutes: The Inspire Scholars Programme for Years 9, 10 & 11 

This pair of workshops is designed to introduce students to printmaking – one of the oldest art forms 

used worldwide. There are multiple printmaking techniques that can be used separately or 

combined to create unique works of art. Each technique has its own distinctive style. These 

workshops are designed to offer the opportunity for creative exploration and will provide a solid 

basis for further work in printmaking. 

There is no expectation or requirement that teachers leading this pair of lessons have knowledge or 

specific skills in art, the lessons have been designed carefully to be delivered by a non-specialist.  

The first workshop aims to teach students how to monoprint. An exciting and fast technique that 

allows the artist to develop confidence in printmaking by generating a single impression of an image. 

In the 19th century the English poet and artist William Blake and the French artist Edgar 

Degas experimented with the technique. 

The second workshop will allow students to further develop their skills and creativity to create a 

relief print, achieved through making a negative plate by carving into a surface such as wood, 

rubber, stone or in this case foam. A woodcut, which appeared in the 8th century in the East and in 

the early 15th century in the West, is the earliest known relief-printing methods. 

No matter what the student’s current ability these lessons will provide an excellent starting point for 

all to develop and improve their skills in art and are designed to be inclusive and great for promoting 

wellbeing.  

Learning Objectives 

1. To develop knowledge and understanding of printmaking, briefing exploring the historical 

and cultural development of the art form 

2. To increase proficiency in printmaking developing an understanding of how to monoprint 

and create a relief print 

3. To develop creative and intuitive capabilities when exploring and making images, become 

confident in taking risks and learn from experience 

Materials required 

A. Lesson Plan 
B. PowerPoint Presentation (can be presented digitally or as a hardcopy booklet) 
C. Video Tutorials (optional) 
D. Newspapers/Magazines for Image Pack (encourage students to bring their own to the 

session, and pre-select their favourite images to save time in the workshop, or you can pre-
prepare by bringing or printing your own image packs)  

https://www.britannica.com/biography/William-Blake
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Edgar-Degas
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Edgar-Degas
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E. Printmaking Materials & Equipment (see individual sections of Lesson Plan for specific 
materials/equipment required at each stage; please also see Checklist for more details about 
equipment): 

o Rollers  
o A4 white cartridge paper  
o Press print foam sheets/ Styrofoam /Quickprint sheets  
o Black water-based printing ink  
o Painting trays/ recycled card/cardboard/plastic sheets 
o Graphite stick 
o Biro pen/sharp pencil 
o Glue 
o Scissors 
o Newsprint/newspaper (to protect table surface and aid pack up) 
o Colouring pens or pencils 
o Overalls, apron or old t-shirt to protect clothing 

F. Clean-Up Materials 
o Bin bag 
o Wet wipes to clean tables  
o Sink, soap and water 
o Paper towels 
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Time allowances per activity are indicative only. Activities should be extended or shortened, 
depending on the progress being made by students at each stage. Teachers should circulate the 
room during each activity to support students who may need help or encouragement. 
 

Time 
(mins) 

Activity  Key Skills Materials  

5 Introduce the aims of the lessons. 

Go to Slide 2: Introduce students to 
printmaking and some key 
terms/vocabulary. Discuss how 
printmaking may have been used 
throughout time. 

Go to Slide 3: Ask students to think of 
examples of where they may see prints 
used in everyday life. 

Go to Slide 4 to see uses of printmaking. 

 

Develop 
historical and 
cultural 
understanding of 
the art form  

 

B 

10 Starter Activity: Go to Slide 5: Introduce 
monoprinting. 

Go to Slide 6: Provide students with the 
necessary materials to explore the 
monoprinting techniques (as shown on 
Slide 6). 

Go to Slide 7: Students should start by 
applying graphite to the back of an 
image they have chosen from a 
newspaper or magazine. This is then 
placed graphite side face down onto a 
plain piece of paper, students must 
trace on top of the image using a sharp 
pencil or biro pen to transfer the 
graphite to the paper – this is a basic 
monoprint. 

 

Understand the 
principle of 
monoprinting  

B, C, D, E 
 
Printmaking Materials: 
o Graphite stick 
o Sharp pencil or 

biro pen 
o Image from 

newspaper/ 
magazine 

o Paper 
o Masking tape 
o Roller 
o Newspaper/ 

newsprint 

 

15 Preparation of printing plate: Go to 
Slide 8. 

Students should use collage as a 
technique to develop a composition and 
create a printing (using images from 

Understand how 
to create a 
printing plate 

B, C, D, E 

Printmaking Materials: 
o Newspaper or 

magazine  
o Glue 
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newspaper or magazines). You could 
demonstrate this or play video tutorial. 
Students should cut out images from 
recycled magazines or newspapers and 
arrange these on a plain piece of paper 
considering their composition. Layering 
is advised to create a successful 
composition. These pieces should then 
be fixed in place using a glue stick. 

 

o Scissors 
o Paper 
 

20 Monoprinting: Go to Slide 9. 

Demonstrate how to monoprint to the 
students using the printing ink. Students 
will follow the same process as in the 
starter activity to print but ink will 
replace the graphite. Students will apply 
an even consistency of ink to their roller 
and then apply this to the back of their 
chosen image. They should carefully 
place the image (also known as the 
printing plate) ink side down on a piece 
of paper. Do not pat this down! Using a 
sharp pencil or a biro they must trace 
on top of their image to transfer the ink 
to the paper. 

Students may need to make multiple 
prints to adjust the pressure and 
achieve their desired outcomes. They 
are encouraged to problem solve and 
use their creativity. Students may wish 
to add additional marks to the print 
when printing. 

Extension: Students could experiment 
with hand tinting their prints, adding 
hints of colour using colouring pens or 
pencils when they are dry.  

 

Develop and 
refine skills to 
create a 
successful 
monoprint 

B, C, D, E 
 
Printmaking Materials: 
o Printing ink 
o Sharp pencil or 

biro pen 
o Printed plate 

(collaged image 
created in 
previous step) 

o Paper x2 
o Roller 
o Newspaper/ 

newsprint 

5 Reflection: Students should put their 
prints together on a table to review 
each other’s work and share their 
experiences and knowledge gained. Are 
they happy with the outcome? What 
would they change/do differently next 
time? What was successful? What was 

To reflect and 
evaluate their 
work and review 
the process 
undertaken  

 
Large table/workspace 
 
Students’ artwork 
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difficult? How did they problem solve? 
How could they develop this technique 
further?  

 

5 Clean up: Students should put their 
prints somewhere to dry and should 
clear their workstations. Paper should 
be recycled or scrapped depending on 
the condition (ink on?) Rollers should be 
washed clean of ink and left to dry. 
Students and leaders should wash their 
hands at the end of the session. 

  

Develop a sense 
of collective 
responsibility and 
teamwork when 
packing up the 
room 

F 
 
  

 
  

Syllabus links to National Curriculum - Art & Design Key Stage 3 

Pupils should be taught to develop their creativity and ideas and increase proficiency in the handling 
of different materials to use a range of techniques and media, and to understand the historical and 
cultural development of their art forms. 

Syllabus links to National Curriculum GCSE Key Stage 4 

Pupils should develop creative, imaginative and intuitive capabilities when exploring and making 
images, become confident in taking risks and learn from experience when exploring and 
experimenting with ideas, processes, media, materials and techniques. They should acquire and 
develop technical skills through working with a broad range of media, materials, techniques, 
processes and technologies and develop knowledge and understanding of art, craft and design in 
historical and contemporary contexts, societies and cultures.  

 
Leaners can learn more about printmaking techniques and test their knowledge by visiting BBC 

bitesize:  

Printing techniques - Printing - GCSE Art and Design Revision - BBC Bitesize 

Printing test questions - GCSE Art and Design Revision - BBC Bitesize 
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z38s6yc/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z38s6yc/test

