
According to the WWF, burning fossil fuels to make
electricity is the biggest source of greenhouse gas
emissions in the UK and some argue that the government
has not taken enough action to move towards renewable
forms of energy quickly enough. 
The Carbon Majors report also indicates that a fifth of
global greenhouse gas emissions are backed by public
investment in the fossil fuel industry. Although Parliament
declared a climate emergency in 2019, this does not legally
compel them to act.

The Government

Companies

Charities and non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) are involved in efforts to tackle climate
change at a local, national, and international
level.
 Some of the most prominent include the
WWF, Greenpeace, and Friends of the Earth 
The C40 group of mayors of major global cities,
including London, New York and Beijing,
combines a focus on local government issues
with international collaboration and sharing of
ideas

Charities & NGOs
100 companies are responsible for
approximately 70% of greenhouse gas
emissions. ExxonMobil, Shell, BP and Chevron
are identified as among the highest emitting
investor-owned companies since 1988. 
If fossil fuels continue to be extracted at the
same rate over the next 28 years as they were
between 1988 and 2017, says the Carbon
Majors report, global average temperatures
would be on course to rise by 4°C by the end
of the century.

Individual Citizens
Individual citizens may take actions in their everyday life
which contribute to global heating and increase their
carbon footprint, for example: making unnecessary
journeys in cars, not recycling and using single use
plastic products. 
Individuals may buy produce in supermarkets that have
travelled thousands of miles from where it was grown. 
 Individuals may also contribute through actions such as
frequently flying which produce greenhouse gas
emissions 



The International Community 
Many countries work together at an international level to make
agreements on the environment. For example, in 2015, 196
countries signed up to the Paris Agreement which is a legally
binding international treaty on climate change. However, progress
has been slowed, for example, by the USA withdrawing from the
Paris agreement under President Trump (although it has since
rejoined). 
COP26 recently took place in Glasgow to work out the details of the
Paris Agreement. However some of the world’s more powerful
nations weakened some of the pledges. For example, India and
China watered down the coal pledge on fossil fuels despite
agreements on lowering emissions. This is in reference to a change
in language from ‘phasing out’ the use of coal to ‘phasing down’ the
use of coal. 
One of the major sources of disagreement at these conferences is
whether richer nations have a responsibility to provide greater
finance to endeavours to limit global heating to 1.5°C compared to
poorer nations.


