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Workshop 2: International Relations 
Lesson Plan 

Class: Climate Summit: Political Action In Practice (Politics) 

 

60-70 minutes: The Inspire Scholars Programme for Years 9, 10 & 11 

Learning Objectives (skills-based) 

1. Explain the role that agreements between countries at an international level play in tackling 

climate change. 

2. Reach a judgement on the best approach to tackling climate change. 

3. Understand the different groups and individuals that play a role in global heating. 

4. Explain the range of actions that can be taken to tackle climate change and evaluate current 

approaches. 

5. Evaluate who is responsible for preventing climate change and who could be most effective 

for this. 

Learning Objectives (concepts) 

1. Establish the idea that a range of different groups and individuals play a role in global 

heating whether this be individual choices relating to factors such as travel and recycling, the 

decisions made by governments and international bodies or the actions of international 

businesses and industry. 

2. Understand the role of agreements made by countries. 

3. Evaluate the most effective strategies to tackling climate change. 

Learning Points (knowledge-based) 

1. A network of groups and individuals contribute to climate change from the individual 

level to the government level, to the role of corporations and international 

organisations. 

2. There are debates amongst countries as to who is responsible for tackling global heating 

e.g. should richer nations bear a bigger financial burden? 

Materials required 

A. PowerPoint 

B. Country Briefings & Country Comparison Table 

C. Environmental Conference Briefing Framework 

D. Policy Briefing Document 

E. Information & Action Cards (from Y11Pol01P1) 
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Time 
(mins) 

Activity Key Skills Materials 

5 • Recap prior knowledge from the previous 
session, then go to Slide 2 of the 
Presentation. 

• Ask students how international 
companies or organisations might 
contribute to climate change and how 
they can help to tackle it. 

• Ask students what actions governments 
can take to help tackle climate change. 

• Ask students why environmental 
agreements between countries may play 
a big role in tackling climate change. 

• Understand the 
different groups 
and individuals that 
play a role in global 
heating. 

• Explain the range of 
actions that can be 
taken to tackle 
climate change and 
evaluate current 
approaches. 

• Evaluate who is 
responsible for 
preventing climate 
change and who 
could be most 
effective for this. 

 

A 

10-15 • Divide students into five groups/pairs, 

and go to Slide 3 of the Presentation. 

• Give each group a Country Briefing, 

containing excerpts from press and 

government reports about climate policy 

in each respective country, and a Country 

Comparison Table, showing each 

country’s statistics. Ask students to 

prepare a briefing about the country they 

are representing, using the Environmental 

Conference Briefing Framework. 

 

• Explain the role that 
agreements 
between countries 
at an international 
level play in tackling 
climate change. 

A, B, C 

 

10-15 • Invite each pair/group of students to 
represent their country in a 
debate/discussion about what their 
country wants to get out of the 
environmental conference. 

• Groups should consider: 
1. How big a change their country is 

willing to commit to 
2. How much money they are willing to 

commit to 
3. How much they are willing to make 

changes to the lives of their citizens 

• Where there are disagreements, 
groups/pairs should try to reach a 
compromise using the information they 
have about the country they are 
representing. 

• Explain the role that 
agreements 
between countries 
at an international 
level play in tackling 
climate change. 

 

A, B, C 
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10 • Go to Slide 4 of the Presentation, and 

divide students into groups of 3-4. 

• Introduce the Policy Document and 

explain that the students’ task is to use 

everything they have explored to come 

up with a plan for tackling climate change 

to present to the UK Government. They 

can come up with a maximum of five 

policies. 

• Groups should use the table in their 

Policy Document to gather their ideas 

including what the policy is, why they 

have chosen it and on whom they are 

placing the responsibility. 

• Students would benefit from having the 

Information and Action Cards from the 

first session to help them. 

• Reach a judgement 
on the best 
approach to tackling 
climate change. 

• Understand the 
different groups 
and individuals that 
play a role in global 
heating. 

• Explain the range of 
actions that can be 
taken to tackle 
climate change and 
evaluate current 
approaches. 

• Evaluate who is 
responsible for 
preventing climate 
change and who 
could be most 
effective for this. 

A, B, D, E 

10 • Ask each group to present its Policy 

Document to the group. 

• Encourage others to ask each group at 

least one question using the prompts. 

• Reach a judgement 
on the best 
approach to tackling 
climate change. 

• Understand the 
different groups 
and individuals that 
play a role in global 
heating. 

• Explain the range of 
actions that can be 
taken to tackle 
climate change and 
evaluate current 
approaches. 

• Evaluate who is 
responsible for 
preventing climate 
change and who 
could be most 
effective for this. 

A, D 



 
 
 

 

4 
 

National Curriculum links 

KS3 Geography 

● understand how human and physical processes interact to influence, and change 

landscapes, environments and the climate; and how human activity relies on effective 

functioning of natural systems 

GCSE Geography 

● Changing weather and climate – The causes, consequences of and responses to extreme 

weather conditions and natural weather hazards, recognising their changing distribution in 

time and space and drawing on an understanding of the global circulation of the 

atmosphere. The spatial and temporal characteristics, of climatic change and evidence for 

different causes, including human activity, from the beginning of the Quaternary period (2.6 

million years ago) to the present day. 

 

KS3 Science  

● the production of carbon dioxide by human activity and the impact on climate 

● the interdependence of organisms in an ecosystem, including food webs and insect 

pollinated crops  

● how organisms affect, and are affected by, their environment, including the accumulation of 

toxic materials. 

KS4 Science 

● evidence, and uncertainties in evidence, for additional anthropogenic causes of climate 

change 

● potential effects of, and mitigation of, increased levels of carbon dioxide and methane on 

the Earth’s climate 

●  positive and negative human interactions with ecosystems. 

 

KS3 Citizenship 

● acquire a sound knowledge and understanding of how the United Kingdom is governed, its 
political system and how citizens participate actively in its democratic systems of 
government 

● the roles played by public institutions and voluntary groups in society, and the ways in which 
citizens work together to improve their communities 

 

 

 


