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You have been selected by your school to take part in the Inspire Scholars Pro-
gramme for Years 9, 10 & 11 because of your academic achievement and potential – 

congratulations on becoming a St John’s Inspire Scholar! 

The Inspire Scholars 
Programme For 9, 
10 & 11 is free for 
Inspire Scholars

WELCOME TO THE INSPIRE SCHOLARS 
PROGRAMME FOR YEARS 9, 10 & 11!

We are delighted to welcome you 
to the Inspire Scholars Programme 

for Years 9, 10 & 11 as a St John’s 
Inspire Scholar. This programme is 
designed to help you explore your 
interests, expand your academic 

horizons, and enable you to 
take part in a range of exciting 
opportunities, from classes in 

subjects you may not have studied 
before, to residential summer 
schools at St John’s College, 

University of Oxford! We are 
invested in your academic journey 
as a St John’s Inspire Scholar, and 

look forward to helping you achieve 
your full potential.

What does an Inspire Scholar do?



Why is being an Inspire  
Scholar a valuable opportunity? 

 
Being an Inspire Scholar…
• Looks great on college, sixth form and 

university applications, and on your CV
• Stretches your academic horizons and 

helps you discover more about what you’re 
interested in 

• Hones your critical thinking skills
• Enables you to explore new places and meet 

new people 
• Means that you are part of the St John’s 

Inspire Scholar community! 

As an Inspire Scholar 
you will have the opportunity to... 

• Develop your critical thinking skills 
•  Debate, discuss, and puzzle 

through some of the most 
pressing issues facing our world 

• Get creative and take part in 
practical projects and experiments

• Build confidence in your academic 
ability and potential

• Learn more about university life  
and study 

•  Meet current St John’s 
undergraduate students (either 
virtually or in-person) 

Delve more deeply into some of your favourite subjects, explore them in new 
and unexpected way, and encounter some entirely new subjects along the way

What does an Inspire Scholar do?



Inspire Scholars regularly take part in the 
Inspire Club classes, which are run by your 
teachers. These classes are typically run 
fortnightly outside of your lessons (either 
before school, after school, or in your lunch 
break). They are not like your normal school 
classes: they are a chance for you to get 
creative and develop your interests outside 
of the syllabus! The skills that you learn in 
these classes will help you explore new ideas, 
and advance the skills you use in your school 
classes, too. All St John’s Inspire Scholars also 
have the opportunity to take part in our annual 
Virtual Summer School, and the chance to 
apply to our Residential Summer School at St 
John’s College in either Year 9, 10 or 11. 

As a St John’s Inspire Scholar, you’ll also 
take part in on our 2022/23 Critical Thinking 
Programme, where you will learn how to 
analyse, evaluate, and consider the value of 
different points of view. The theme for this 
year’s Critical Thinking Programme is ‘Is Sport 
Ever Fair?’, and you’ll have access to a range of 
articles, videos, and interviews from experts 
specialising in a range of subjects, from Art 
History to Biomedical Sciences, as well as the 
chance to win prizes by submitting work! 

Your school will also be offered the chance to 
take part in other activities, such as visiting St 
John’s College here in Oxford, and applying 
to our Aspiration Fund to run school trips 
(or example, to visit museums, theatres, or 
sporting events) or in-school visits (like drama 
workshops, or special speaker events).  Your 
school will also be given a grant to spend on 
refreshments for your Inspire Club classes.

WHAT DOES AN 
INSPIRE SCHOLAR DO?

All the information you need to take 
part in our Inspire Clubs and other 
opportunities will be provided by 
your Inspire Teacher Lead. 

G E T  C R E AT I V E , 
E X P LO R E  N E W 

I D E A S

A C C E S S  F U N 
A C T I V I T I E S  & 
W O R K S H O P S



WHAT DO OUR INSPIRE 
SCHOLARS SAY?

“I feel this programme really helps to give us all 
that extra push, so that we can extend to the 
best of our abilities - because we are all capable. 
This just gives us more knowledge which helps 
to make us understand a variety of subjects’”

I honestly enjoyed all the 
classes as they have been 
fun, and I’ve learnt so much 
that helps me at school

Inspire has given so many opportunities 
to help me learn and try new things. It 
has also helped me make new friends 
and meet new people

“
”

“
”

Hear what some of our other Inspire Scholars and 
Teacher Leads had to say by watching this video 

https://youtu.be/vPYboK2L-EA


THE INSPIRE PROGRAMME
FOR YEARS 9, 10 & 11
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The Inspire Programme for Years 
9, 10 & 11 (Inspire 9, 10 & 11) has 
been collaboratively developed 
with teachers and other education 
professionals in order to offer schools 
super-curricular and aspiration-
raising opportunities for students, 
career-development roles for 
teachers, and support for parents & 
guardians. 

After a successful three-year pilot 
programme in 24 schools from the 
London boroughs of Ealing and 
Harrow, we are pleased to invite 
Inspire Scholars from all of our link 
regions to join our programme, 
and and to  and to introduce some 
exciting new elements! 

What We Offer

Inspire Clubs 
•  In-school fortnightly classes run by your 

school’s selected
• Inspire Teacher Lead for Inspire Scholars 
• Innovative super-curricular content
• Enriching, varied and stimulating
• High-quality and sustained contact
• New classes added for 2022!
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Inspire Critical Thinking 

• Exciting programme of articles, videos, 
podcasts and more!

• Develop students’ critical thinking skills 
and interests

• A new theme every year
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4 Inspire Exploration - New for 2022!
• Inspiring Study-Day Packages  
• Recorded lectures from Oxford academics   
• University information sessions 
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A pioneering sustained-contact opportunity for students aged 13–16

Inspire Beyond
• Online and residential Summer Schools
• Priority visits to St John’s College
• Aspiration Fund application opportunity. 

Inspire Teachers
• Leadership and career-development 

role
• Annual Teacher’s Conference  
• Funded opportunities to create new 

classes  


