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60-75 minutes: The Inspire Scholars Programme for Years 9, 10 & 11 

Learning Objectives (skills-based) 

Summarise and compare different ethical ideas about what fairness is. 

Learning Points (knowledge-based) 

1.  Ethics is a branch of philosophy that involves thinking about right and 

wrong. 

2.  One area that ethicists study is social justice – what fairness between 

different people or groups is. 

3.  There are different theories about how we should decide what our 

ethical duties are to different people, which are often opposed.  

4.  Two of the most common ways of thinking about social justice globally 

are cosmopolitanism and communitarianism.  

5.  Cosmopolitans think our ethical duties to everyone in the world are the 

same or similar. 

6.  Communitarians think our ethical duties to people close to us (our 

family, or people from our community or nation) are stronger. 

7.  The way we decide on our ethical duties determines how we should 

behave towards others. 

 

Materials required 

A. PowerPoint and teacher notes 

B. Pens and worksheet. 

C. Laminated ‘position’ cards. 

D. ‘Discovery’ packs. 

 

 

 

 

 

Class: Social Justice: Can We Build A Better 
World (Philosophy) 

Workshop 1: Global Justice 
Lesson Plan 
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Session outline 

Time 
(mins) 

Activity Key skills  Materials 

10-15 • Reveal the three pictures on the 
PowerPoint which demonstrate 
equality, equity, and 
fairness/justice 

• Ask students to discuss each one 
in turn in groups and think about 
whether equality always means 
getting the same thing 

• Introduce the LO and discuss its 
key terms, and briefly discuss the 
idea of an ethical decision 

• Conceptualising 
abstract ideas 

• A 

20 • In pairs, students explore four 
fact and position cards around 
the room 

• They try to group the four 
statements into two differing 
positions on economic justice 
and fairness 

• As a group, discuss what the 
different statements about 
economic justice suggest about 
how we should make ethical 
decisions 

• Fact-finding, 
independently 
creating links 
and arguments 
based on 
‘building-
blocks’ 

• Academic oracy 
and problem 
solving 

• A, B, C 

25-30 • Students use discovery packs to 
learn more about the ideas 
behind cosmopolitan and 
communitarian ethics, answering 
questions on their worksheets 

• Teamwork and 
peer learning 

• Comprehension 
of complex 
material 

• Synthesis and 
selection  

• A, B, 
D 

10-15 • As a class, use the scenarios on 
the PowerPoint to test 
knowledge and understanding 
through a quick hands-up vote 
and explanation 

• Oral 
presentation 
and 
argumentation 

• A, D 
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Syllabus links to National Curriculum (KS3/4) 

There is no programme of study for Religious Education available from the DfE. 

The following documents have been used as guidelines (correct at 6th June 

2019): 

http://resubjectreview.recouncil.org.uk/media/file/RE_Review_Summary.pdf 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studi

es/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/Specification-GCSE-

L1-L2-Religious-Studies-B-June-2016-Draft-4.pdf  

KS3: 

• C3: Explore and express insights into significant moral and ethical 

questions posed by being human, in ways that are well-informed and 

which invite personal response, using reasoning which may draw on a 

range of examples from real life, fiction or other forms of media.  

KS4: 

• Investigate and analyse the beliefs and practices of religions and 

worldviews using a range of arguments and evidence to interpret and 

evaluate issues and draw balanced conclusions. 

• Synthesise their own and others’ ideas and arguments about sources of 

wisdom and authority using coherent reasoning, making clear and 

appropriate reference to their historical, cultural and social contexts. 

http://resubjectreview.recouncil.org.uk/media/file/RE_Review_Summary.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/Specification-GCSE-L1-L2-Religious-Studies-B-June-2016-Draft-4.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/Specification-GCSE-L1-L2-Religious-Studies-B-June-2016-Draft-4.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Religious%20Studies/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/Specification-GCSE-L1-L2-Religious-Studies-B-June-2016-Draft-4.pdf

