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Class: Found In Translation (Modern Foreign Languages) 
Workshop 1: Exploring Esperanto.  

Lesson Plan. 

60 – 70 minutes: The Inspire Scholars Programme for Years 9, 10 & 11 

Overview 

This pair of workshops is designed to equip pupils with skills to enhance their ability to read and 

listen to foreign languages, no matter what language(s) they are studying at school. Skills learned 

will be usable by pupils in tasks across all Modern Languages taught in schools, and will also equip 

pupils will skills to help them tackle unseen stimuli for writing and speaking tasks. 

There is no expectation or requirement that teachers leading this pair of workshops speak any 

foreign languages; indeed, the languages selected for use in these workshops have been specifically 

chosen because it is unlikely that pupils will have been exposed to them in either an academic or 

personal context. 

The first workshop aims to introduce pupils to the skills that can be used when reading and listening 

to foreign languages, and is mostly teacher-led. 

The second workshop will allow pupils to use the skills they have learned in the first lesson in a more 

autonomous way. 

 

Materials required 

For teachers only: 

• Lesson Plan 

• Reading Strategies Toolkit: Reading strategies, ordered by difficulty 

• Reading Strategies Guide: Video guidance on how to use the reading strategies, 

demonstrated using the sample passage ‘Mia nomo estas Ana’ on page 3 of the Student 

Workbook 

• Workbook Answers: Answer guide for ‘Mia nomo estas Ana’ on page 3 of the Student 

Workbook 

To share with pupils: 

• Exploring Esperanto Presentation: PowerPoint presentation to be used during the 

workshop; the notes section of each slide includes the corresponding details from the 

Session Outline below 

• Student Workbook (to print: 1 per student): Students will work through this during the 

course of the workshop 

• Strategy cards (to print and cut: 1 per group of students): These will need to be printed and 

cut to size along the guidelines in the document 
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Lesson timings, equipment and arrangements 

Teachers may use a projector for the Exploring Esperanto Presentation. Otherwise, handouts 

provided in the resource pack will suffice to deliver the lesson successfully. Pupils may want to have 

a pen and paper to help them work through the Esperanto text. It is recommended that pupils are 

seated either in pairs or in small groups, as there is a large collaborative element to this lesson. 

The video guidance in the Reading Strategies Guide is meant to help you become familiar with the 

reading strategies using the sample passage ‘Mia nomo estas Ana’. We recommend that you watch 

the video before teaching the workshop, but that you do not show the video to your pupils, as it will 

give away many of the answers to the questions posed in the Student Workbook. There are 

suggestions in the guide for how to help pupils put the strategies into practice if they get stuck. 

Time allowances per activity are indicative only. Activities should be extended or shortened, 

depending on the progress being made by learners at each stage. 
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Session outline 

Time 

(mins) 

Activity Key Skills Materials 

1 Introduce the aim of the lesson. This is to 

develop an awareness of listening and 

reading strategies, using a language pupils 

have never seen before1. The purpose of 

this is to equip pupils with skills that they 

can use no matter what language they are 

studying, as the strategies they will learn 

can be used when reading or listening to 

any language. 

Identify topic of 

lesson and key 

themes to be 

introduced 

Exploring 

Esperanto 

Presentation 

 

10 Introduce the starter activity. Ask students 

to write a list of things they do when they 

are reading or listening to an extract in a 

foreign language, when they don’t 

understand all the words. They should do 

this independently. Afterwards, ask pupils 

to share their ideas in pairs/groups, and 

feedback as a class. Write down list of 

suggestions from pupils on 

whiteboard/flipchart. 

Select and classify 

strategies used in 

learning (new) 

languages 

Exploring 

Esperanto 

Presentation 

5 Introduce the strategies. Talk students 

through the list of strategies provided on 

the PowerPoint. Explain what they mean, 

and answer any questions pupils may have. 

Identify a variety of 

language-learning 

strategies 

Exploring 

Esperanto 

Presentation 

10-15 Provide pupils with strategy cards. Ask 

pupils to look through the strategies in 

pairs and small groups, and divide the 

cards into three sub-groups: easy (anyone 

can do it); medium (most people could do 

it); and hard (most people could do it, but 

it would take a lot of thought).  

Feedback as a class, and come to a whole-

class consensus as to which strategies are 

easy, medium and hard. You may need to 

guide pupils if they perceive some 

strategies to be easier when they are, in 

fact, more challenging: Grammar and 

Inference are by far the most challenging 

Compare and 

contrast different 

strategies for 

learning languages 

and approaching 

unknown texts 

Exploring 

Esperanto 

Presentation 

Strategy cards 

Reading 

Strategies Toolkit 

                                                           
1 The language used in this lesson is Esperanto. Information about Esperanto is provided in stage 5; because 

Esperanto is a constructed language spoken nowhere in the world natively, it is incredibly unlikely that any 
pupils will speak it! 
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strategies of those provided, but can also 

be the most useful if used correctly. Ensure 

that pupils have noted down both the 

strategies, and their relative difficulties, as 

agreed as a class; or, if you prefer, 

distribute the Reading Strategies Toolkit, 

which lists the strategies by difficulty. 

5-10 Introduce the pupils to Esperanto. Ask 

pupils to read the factsheet on Esperanto 

by themselves (Page 1 of the Student 

Workbook). Follow this up with a brief 

summary of Esperanto: 

● It is a language that was invented by a 

Polish doctor, Dr Zamenhof.  

● It takes the easiest elements of 

European languages, and combines 

them into one made-up language that 

is nobody’s mother tongue. 

● It was designed to encourage people to 

be able to communicate more easily, 

but sadly, it never really took off. 

● There are now roughly 1,000 Esperanto 

speakers across the globe, who 

celebrate Esperanto Day (also known as 

Zamenhof Day) on 26th July.  

Some examples of Esperanto words are 

given on slide 5 of the PowerPoint. Ask 

pupils to point out the links they can see to 

English or other languages they speak. 

Discuss the origins 

and purpose of 

Esperanto as a 

constructed 

language 

 

Exploring 

Esperanto 

Presentation 

Student 

Workbook 

15 Introduce the text in Esperanto. Pupils will 

be asked to read a text in Esperanto, and 

answer some comprehension questions. 

Remind the pupils that they should be 

using the strategies they have learned to 

try and do this. They may choose to select 

just one or two strategies and focus on 

using those, or they could try and use 

several. Allow the pupils to tackle this text 

by themselves, then share their ideas in 

pairs/small groups. This should be followed 

by a whole-class feedback. Allow pupils 

who tried the extension activities to 

feedback to the class. 

Implement the 

strategies 

discussed to 

interpret an 

unknown text in a 

new language 

Exploring 

Esperanto 

Presentation 

Student 

Workbook 
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5 Strategy reflection. Which strategies did 

pupils use, and which did they find the 

most useful? Discuss in pairs/groups and 

feedback. Encourage pupils and point out 

that if they can do this with a text in a 

language they’ve never seen, they can 

definitely do it with languages they are 

learning at school! 

Appraise the 

strategies that 

have been used to 

complete the task 

Exploring 

Esperanto 

Presentation 

10 Final thoughts. Ask pupils what their 

thoughts are on Esperanto, and whether 

they would like to learn a language like it. 

Would it be useful today? Why/why not? 

The teacher should lead a whole class 

discussion. Introduce the follow-up task, 

listed on page 3 of the Student Workbook, 

and let students know that the next 

languages workshop will begin with a short 

review of this. 

Critique, debate 

and discuss the 

merits and uses of 

Esperanto 

Exploring 

Esperanto 

Presentation 

Student 

Workbook 
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Syllabus links to national curriculum (KS3) 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file

/239083/SECONDARY_national_curriculum_-_Languages.pdf 

Linguistic competence 

• Listen to a variety of forms of spoken language to obtain information and respond 

appropriately 

• Read and show comprehension of original and adapted materials from a range of different 

sources, understanding the purpose, important ideas and details, and provide an accurate 

English translation of short, suitable material 

Syllabus links to GCSE curriculum 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file

/485567/GCSE_subject_content_modern_foreign_langs.pdf 

Subject aims and learning outcomes 

• Acquire new knowledge, skills and ways of thinking through the ability to understand and 

respond to a rich range of authentic […] written material […] 

• Be encouraged to make appropriate links to other areas of the curriculum to enable bilingual 

and deeper learning, where the language may become a medium for constructing and 

applying knowledge 

• Develop language learning skills both for immediate use and to prepare them for further 

language study and use in school, higher education or in employment  

• Develop language strategies, including repair strategies 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239083/SECONDARY_national_curriculum_-_Languages.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/239083/SECONDARY_national_curriculum_-_Languages.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/485567/GCSE_subject_content_modern_foreign_langs.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/485567/GCSE_subject_content_modern_foreign_langs.pdf

