
Class: Brave New Worlds (English Lit) 

 Workshop 2: Dystopias  

Teacher Prompt Sheet 

Activity 1: How to Recognise a Dystopia Quiz Answers  

1. What does ‘dystopia’ mean? ‘the not-good place’ 

2. What is dystopian about industrial labour? Imprisoned people in slums and factories; 

tycoons living like kings.   

3. What two new developments did the twentieth century bring that are significant for 

dystopian literature? Medical advances; mass media.  

4. After WWII, what kind of new technologies did writers of dystopian literature think about? 

Atomic energy, artificial intelligence; space travel.  

5. What modern anxieties do today’s dystopian literature reflect? Inequality; climate change; 

government power; politics.  

6. What does dystopian literature aim to do?  Offer a cautionary tale.  

 

Activity Two: Textual Excerpt Analysis Guidance  

o This excerpt is taken from a moment in the novel where a teacher tells the children of 

Hailsham, who are at this point around thirteen years old, that their future is already 

decided for them: 

The highlighted sections in this excerpt provide particularly fruitful points for analysis. Discussion 

points based on the extract are given below.  

‘If no one else will talk to you,’ she continued, ‘then I will. You’ve been told, but none of you really 

understand, and I dare say, some people are quite happy to leave it that way. But I’m not. If you’re 

going to have decent lives, then you’ve got to know properly. None of you will go to America, none 

of you will be film stars (1). And none of you will be working in supermarkets as I heard some of you 

planning the other day (2). Your lives are set out for you (3). You’ll become adults, then before 

you’re old, before you’re even middle-aged, you’ll start to donate your vital organs (4). That’s what 

each of you was created to do (5). You’re not like the actors you watch on your videos, you’re not 

even like me(6). You were brought into this world for a purpose, and your futures, all of them, have 

been decided(7).’  

- Kazuo Ishiguro, Never Let Me Go (London: Faber and Faber, 2005), p.73.  

To consider in this extract: 

1. Restricted travel (surveillance; control) 

2. Restricted occupations (lack of free will; fulfilment) 

3. Determined life trajectory (lack of free will; progression; self-determination) 



 
 

4. Donation of vital organs (value of life; quality of life; purpose of life) 

5. Cloning (belief in the soul; ethical complexity) 

6. Ostracization (separation from society; lack of connection) 

7. Futures (pre-determined; authority; control; punishment) 

 

 

 


