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Lesson Plan   
 

60-70 minutes: The Inspire Scholars programme for Years 9, 10 & 11  

 

Learning Objectives (skills-based) 

1.  To understand what is meant by ‘dystopian’ literature.  

2.  To consider how and why understandings of dystopias have changed over time.  

3.  To reflect on what dystopian literature in the twenty-first century might contain.  

Learning Points (knowledge-based) 

1.  The common features of dystopian literature.  

2.  The dystopian features of Kazuo Ishiguro’s novel Never Let Me Go (2005).  

3.  The value of dystopian literature for different societies.  

Materials Required  

A computer and projector with audio facilities are required to access video content (Material C).  

A.  The Dystopias Student Workbook for this lesson (to print, 1 per pupil), and pens or pencils 

(to bring, 1 per pupil).  

B.  The Teacher Prompt Sheet (containing points to focus on in the paintings and prompts to 

help generate discussion).  

C.  Online videos, which are embedded in the PowerPoint: 

o  Vid 1: How to recognize a dystopia - Alex Gendler - YouTube (play from beginning to 

end).  

o  Vid 2: NEVER LET ME GO | Official Trailer | FOX Searchlight - YouTube (play from 

beginning to end).  

D.  The utopian society designs the pupils created in the last session.  

Note: External embedded items in PowerPoint such as videos are disabled by default on some 

computers. If prompted by your computer, you should allow this content to be enabled; or 

alternatively, the links to the videos are provided, and so you can just access them directly on rather 

than playing through the presentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class: Brave New Worlds (English Lit) 
 Workshop 2: Dystopias 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6a6kbU88wu0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sXiRZhDEo8A


 
 

2 
 

Lesson Plan Outline 

Task 
Time 

(mins) 

Activity Key Skills Materials 
Needed 

10 • Go to Slide 2. Distribute the utopian 
worlds which the pupils designed in the 
last session 

• Ask the students to talk about what their 
world would look like if they reversed the 
ideal society to create a disastrous one 
 

• Consider the 
difference 
between utopian 
and dystopian 
societies  

D 

10  • Play video on Slide 3, which explains the 
common qualities of dystopian literature  

• Ask the students to answer the questions 
in their Student Workbook as they 
watch (Activity 1) 

• Ask the students to feed back on their 
answers 
 

• Understand the 
key features of 
dystopian 
literature  

A, B, C 

5 • Play video on Slide 4 • Understand the 
plot of Kazuo 
Ishiguro’s novel 
Never Let Me Go 

C 

15  • Go to Slide 5. Ask the students to read 
the textual excerpt in their PuStudentpil 
Workbook (Activity 2) and to discuss in 
pairs what makes this text dystopian.  

• Encourage the students to reflect on their 
answers to the quiz sheet if they are 
stuck 

• Feed back from the pairs  
 

• Consider why 
Never Let Me Go 
is understood as a 
dystopian novel 

A, B 

20 • Go to Slide 6. Ask the students to 
consider what kind of world they would 
create if they were a dystopian novelist 
by filling in the Dystopian World Creation 
table in their Student Workbook (Activity 
3) 

• Ask students to share their dystopian 
world plans 
 

• Reflect on key 
features of 
dystopian 
literature and 
respond 
creatively to them 

A 

10 • Go to Slide 7. Encourage the students to 
consider the value of dystopian 
literature. How do they feel after 
watching the film trailer and designing 
their own dystopia? What lessons can 
people learn from reading dystopian 
literature? Do representations of 
dystopian literature have to have tragic 
endings? 

• Assess the value 
of dystopian 
literature  
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 Optional Extension Activity (Slide 8): Ask the 
students to think about their social media 
platform of choice. As they use the platform, ask 
them to note down any features which they think 
could be dystopian, or which could be used in a 
piece of dystopian fiction. 
 

  

 

Syllabus Links to National Curriculum 

Syllabus links from the following sources [up to date as of 03/01/2022]: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file

/254498/GCSE_English_literature.pdf 

GCSE specifications in English literature should enable pupils to: 

• read a wide range of classic literature fluently and with good understanding, and make 

connections across their reading 

• read in depth, critically and evaluatively, so that they are able to discuss and explain their 

understanding and ideas 

• develop the habit of reading widely and often 

• appreciate the depth and power of the English literary heritage 

• write accurately, effectively and analytically about their reading, using Standard English 

• acquire and use a wide vocabulary, including the grammatical terminology and other literary 

and linguistic terms they need to criticise and analyse what they read 

This lesson responds to these specifications by: 

• Introducing a canonical English text not covered by their GCSE curriculum 

• Offering pupils the opportunity to engage with the overarching ideas of dystopian literature 

as well as perform close reading on short passages 

• Increasing the opportunity for varied and frequent reading in this lesson and through 

extension activities 

• Encouraging pupils to consider the impact of dystopian literature on English literary heritage 

• Asking pupils to complete imaginative written tasks which require them to reflect upon the 

information they have been given 

• Encouraging pupils to apply new vocabulary directly related to dystopian literature 

 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/254498/GCSE_English_literature.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/254498/GCSE_English_literature.pdf

