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What else can you do at university?
Students in Schools
Students in Schools connects university students with local schools, to help
make a difference to the lives of young people in the local area. Students
support teaching and learning through a wide range of placements and
projects, from nursery to college levels.
The scheme is open to all students and helps to build skills and provide
valuable work experience for any future career.
 
Placement Opportunities:
Classroom Assistants:
Volunteers will assist teachers with various classroom activities, helping to
support pupils and encourage learning. This could be with a specific subject,
assistance with 1:1 reading, supporting a pupil with special educational needs
or just an extra pair of hands to help. Our Classroom Assistant volunteers will
need to commit to supporting a school for half a day a week, across 8 weeks
of Spring Term. Applications will re-open in Autumn Term for Spring Term
placements. 

GCSE Maths and English Tutors
Every year secondary schools are looking for volunteers to help reduce the
attainment gap at their school by offering in-person tutoring sessions to 2
pupils on a 2:1 basis for up to 8 weeks in Spring Term. These sessions will be
delivered to pupils who would otherwise be unable to access the support.
Volunteers will be provided with full training in the English and Maths curriculum
and will use their strong subject knowledge to help these pupils achieve their
potential and gain confidence in their academic studies. 

Student ambassadors (Open and Visit Days)
Students work closely with academics in their department to assist in the
organisation of and to contribute to one-off events such as school visits and
taster days. At Open and Visit Days they contribute by setting up stands/rooms,
talking about their university experience with prospective students, leading
campus tours and assisting academics with learning activities. 

Student ambassadors develop:
Communication and public speaking skills
Teamwork
Social and cultural awareness
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What else can you do at university?
Internships Abroad
Spend 8 weeks on an international internship in Germany, Mexico, Vietnam or China
with the Pagoda Project.

Programme details
Pagoda Projects offer 8-week summer internships in various international destinations.
You can choose from a variety of career sectors and Pagoda will help you find a host
company that suits you. Pagoda Projects support you before, during and after your
internship, including providing high-quality accommodation and being there in-country
to help you make the most of your experience.

The programme will help you to:
-grow your global network
·gain skills in an international workplace
·enhance your employability
·develop intercultural skills
·meet other interns 

Dates
2 months between June and August 2022

Location
There are various locations that Pagoda Projects work in, including Germany, Mexico,
Vietnam and China.

Representative sports at university
If you want to take part in higher-level competitive sports, virtually all universities have
representative teams across a range of sports. However, if your goal is simply to keep
fit while making friends, there are plenty of student-run sports initiatives available. If
you'd like to train as a sports coach or referee, you may even get help from your
university.

In representative sports, student teams take part in matches against other universities
and often also participate in local leagues and other competitions.

If you're a member of a representative team, you can expect to play a couple of
matches a week: one against another university (usually on a Wednesday afternoon) and
the other against a local sports club. You'll also have at least one training and/or
coaching session.

Inter-university competitions in the UK are run by British Universities & Colleges Sports
(BUCS) and Scottish Student Sport (SSS). From these, teams can go on to compete at
European or international level. Page 4



University Language Programme
The University Language Programme provides a range of language courses to
students, staff and members of the general public. You'll have the opportunity to
learn a new language or improve your existing foreign language skills.

If you're an absolute beginner, have some prior foreign language skills or are at
an advanced level, the university will help and support you to build your ability so
that you can communicate confidently in your chosen language.
Language skills can support your professional development or build your abilities
for international work or travel. You'll be taught by experienced language
specialists, many of whom are native speakers, so that you can benefit from an
authentic experience.

Why learn a foreign language?
Learning a foreign language is a wonderful opportunity to not only learn the
language itself, but also to learn more about your own first language and
yourself. It reveals different perspectives on life, enables you to see the familiar
in your community, life and culture through a different lens of another culture and
language. It facilitates critical thinking, asking about differences, looking for
equivalents in your first language and culture and much more.
Learning a foreign language can also help with finding work after graduation – a
certified level of proficiency can help you to distinguish yourself from other
applicants.

What else can you do at university?
Student sports coaches
An increasing number of universities now employ professional coaches (either
full- or part-time) for most of their student clubs/teams. The professionals are
often supported by student members with coaching qualifications.

If you're interested in becoming a coach, the cost of getting the necessary
qualification – which looks great on your CV – may be subsidised by the club or
sports union. The same goes for umpiring or refereeing.
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What else can you do at university?
Summer Camp USA
An All-American tradition, between June and August each year over a million
children and teenagers attend summer camps in America for between 1-8
weeks. From coast to coast, Camp Directors hire likeminded 18-30-years-olds
from all over the world to work as Camp Counsellors and Activity Specialists.

With over 10,000 camps, there are thousands of summer camp roles and camp
vacancies open for international applicants – from working with young people
with disabilities, to running crafts and teaching sports. You’ll live in phenomenal
locations, make friends for life, and help to shape the children you work with.

Not only will you learn new skills, gain valuable job experience, and see the
world, but you’ll also earn money and your food and accommodation are
included.

RAG
(Raise-and-Give) is the fundraising arm of the Students’ Union. They are a group
of students who want to make a difference through raising money for charity –
and have fun doing it! They organise exciting events and challenges all year
round…run for students, by students. 
 
“What will I do?”
You can choose which of their fundraising opportunities you’d like to be a part
of. Come along and shake a bucket at one of their famous fancy-dress RAG
Raids, become a contestant on the annual Take Me Out event, hitch-hike to
Disneyland and beyond or even climb Mount Kilimanjaro. With RAG, you can
push yourself to new limits whilst raising money for great causes.

“Is this for me?”
RAG needs students with a sense of adventure, who are looking to take on a
challenge for charity. They are looking for people who are open-minded,
enthusiastic and who can work creatively to make things happen!

“What will I get out of it?”
The best part of RAG is that through fundraising you get to be part of a team
who are constantly meeting new people, travelling to new places and having
new, exciting experiences. Achieve things you never thought you’d achieve –
for charity!
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What else can you do at university?
Debating Society
If you have a passion for politics and change, this could be a beneficial
society for you to join. Debating societies seem to be popular across many
universities within the UK. Society meetings usually occur on a weekly basis
and are a chance for members to keep up to date with current affairs. 

From an employer’s perspective, having this membership on your CV shows
them you’re committed and able to communicate ideas clearly and
respectfully. Communication skills are important to every business, increasing
your employability potential.

As part of your debating society, you may participate in tournaments around
the country, competing with other universities. Doing so will help you build up
a long list of connections to potentially use in the future.
You could also consider joining a society that represents the political party
you are aligned with. A lot of universities have this type of society and they’re
a great way to get to know people who have the same values as you. This is
beneficial to an employer because it shows that you’re politically engaged —
especially important if you’re pursuing a career in the field — and a mature
individual.

UNICEF Society
The United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) is
another society that’s looking for members across the UK. Put your name down
to join this society and use your time at university to do something charitable
and support a great cause. Not only will this be a standout society on your CV
but joining will also make you feel like you’re making a big difference in the
world.

This society could open up opportunities with the UN if you show your
dedication to their cause. It will also allow you to work with likeminded people
who have a genuine interest in helping others and forming these relationships
could be beneficial in the future.

Page 7



What else can you do at university?
Study Abroad

Studying abroad is much more than just an extended holiday. It’s an
academically rewarding and culturally-enriching experience. It challenges your
existing knowledge by introducing you to new perspectives and ideas. Most
courses at the majority of universities offer the option to spend a year abroad –
or you could study your whole course in another country.

Here are some reasons to consider studying overseas.
1.You’ll have a great chance to travel
Although studying abroad means you’ll spend a lot of time on your studies,
there'll also be many opportunities to travel. What’s more, the new friends you
make will provide opportunities for places to visit in the future. Remember that
travelling can be expensive so look at getting a part-time job beforehand to
save some money.

2.You can learn new skills and subjects
Many study abroad programmes don’t count towards your final degree as
they're more about the experience of living and learning in a foreign country.
This means you get more freedom when it comes to module selection. So, if
you’re a Chemistry student who wants a taste of Art History, for example,
studying abroad could give you that chance. Also, depending on where you go,
it could give you a great incentive to learn a new language.

3. You’ll grow as a person
Leaving home to study in a new country is a big step for any young adult to
take. It presents a whole host of challenges – culture shock, homesickness,
and language barriers to name a few. You’ll overcome these obstacles, and in
doing so, become a more confident and adaptable person, as well as gain a
greater insight into other cultures you may otherwise not encounter.

4. It'll make you more employable
Many people have degrees, so the graduate job market is highly competitive.
It’s important for graduates to stand out from the crowd and studying abroad is
a great way to show you have unique experience.
Studying abroad shows you're willing to go out of your comfort zone and can
work in different environments alongside different types of people. It also gives
you something different and interesting to talk about at interviews.
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