
Hesiod’s Works and Days and Euripides’ Ion 

Whose creation myth is more persuasive? 

 

Hesiod’s Works and Days alludes to a series of Ages of mankind created by Zeus: 
Golden, Silver, Bronze, Heroic and Iron - in which he lived. During the Golden Age, its 
people lived like Gods and never knew labour and hardship. The Silver Age’s generation 
were far inferior to that of the Golden Age and needn’t have worked or grown up until 
they were 100 years old. The Bronze Age race were strong, violent warriors who 
preceded another brave generation, although the next, The Age of Heroes, was more 
noble and good. The Age of Hesiod himself, the Age of Iron, was the most degenerate, in 
which humans would be constantly working and none will respect one another. In some 
ways this creation myth is persuasive as it would have provided reasons for why 
humankind must suffer and toil. Hesiod is perhaps explaining through a poem to those 
who are suffering or complaining of labour, that work is mandatory for everyone and 
idleness is evil. In this respect, it is persuasive as it can be seen as a morality poem. 
However, one can argue that it is not persuasive because it creates a sense of 
hopelessness for those in the Age of Iron, as Hesiod predicts humankind would destroy 
itself and the Gods would leave them. 

Euripides’ Ion however, reveals that Athenians are actually the original inhabitants of 
their country and were born from the very earth. Creusa, an ancestor of Erichthonius - 
who was born from the earth, is impregnated by Apollo and leaves the child to be killed. 
Years later, Creusa then searches for a sign why she cannot have a child with her 
husband Xuthus, and discovers the child whom she abandoned to be a young man, after 
having been raised by the Pynthian Priestess. The orphan is then named Ion and is 
predicted to rule in the future, and goes on to found a primary Greek tribe: the Ionians. 
This creation myth is persuasive to Athenians because it explains they are not evolved 
from another Age of men, but are sprung from the earth. This is due to Athena, after 
having been attempted to be raped by Hephaestus, threw his semen to the earth in a 
scrap of wool. From this, and therefore from the earth, was born Erichthonius, ancestor 
of Creusa, mother of Ion.  

             Overall, I think Hesiod’s Works and Days is more persuasive because it mainly explains 
the hardship of the everyman and Hesiod’s disdain at idleness, so can be seen as a 
morality poem. Unlike Works and Days, Ion seems to cater to the patriotic, Athenian 
ideal of being both autochthonous and not having mixed with foreigners, while being 
ancient through Ion having been the son of Apollo.  

 


