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We hope you enjoyed your Taster Lecture on 
‘Meandering through Medicine’, from Professor 
Charles Newton, Cheryl & Reece Scott Professor 
of Psychiatry. If you missed the live event, you 
can view the recording on Inspire Digital; 
log in using the passcode provided in 

your welcome email.

With each session in the Year 12 course, we will 
include a competition for you to participate 
in, based on the Taster Lecture in that 
session. Details of the competition, 
alongside further resources related 
to neuroscience, are included in this 
sessions’ Going Further!

COMPETITION S3

CLICK HERE TO SUBMIT YOUR ANSWER

Autism has a high degree of heritability. Therefore, the fact that the 
frequency of autism has increased in the last few decades might 
be considered confusing. This increased frequency has led some 
scientists to propose that environmental factors, such as vaccines, 
might be causing an ‘autism epidemic’. However, other scientists 
have argued that an expanding definition of autism has led to an 
increased rate of diagnosis.In 300 words or less, explain how the 
frequency of autism could have increased in the past few decades. 
You should refer to the following sources for information:

1. NHS definition of autism
2. NAS: What is autism?
3. NAS: The history of autism
4. Vaccines and autism
5. Increased autism rates in the U.S.

HOW TO ENTER
For full details on how to submit your entry, please see the STEM 
Competitions page of the Year 12 section on Inspire Digital. The 
deadline for entries to Competition S3 is 5pm on Thursday 13th May.

PRIZES
For each competition, up to 5 winning entries will each receive a 
£10 Amazon voucher. Each winning entry will also be published on 
Inspire Digital about a week after each competition’s closing date. 

Meandering 
through medicine

FURTHER RESOURCES
What is Autism?

What it’s really like to have autism

https://www.instagram.com/sjc_access/
https://twitter.com/sjc_access
https://www.facebook.com/sjc.oxford/
https://www.sjc.ox.ac.uk/
mailto:inspire%40sjc.ox.ac.uk?subject=
https://sjcinspire.com
https://sjcinspire.com/
https://www.sjc.ox.ac.uk/discover/people/professor-charles-newton/
https://www.sjc.ox.ac.uk/discover/people/professor-charles-newton/
https://sjcinspire.com/students/year-12-inspire-programme/year-12-inspire-2020-21/stem/
https://sjcinspire.com/students/year-12-inspire-programme/year-12-inspire-2020-21/stem/competitions/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/autism/what-is-autism/
https://www.autism.org.uk/advice-and-guidance/what-is-autism
https://www.autism.org.uk/advice-and-guidance/what-is-autism/the-history-of-autism
https://www.chop.edu/centers-programs/vaccine-education-center/vaccines-and-other-conditions/vaccines-autism
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/the-real-reasons-autism-rates-are-up-in-the-u-s/
https://sjcinspire.com/students/year-12-inspire-programme/year-12-inspire-2020-21/stem/competitions/
https://sjcinspire.com/students/year-12-inspire-programme/year-12-inspire-2020-21/stem/competitions/
https://sjcinspire.com/students/year-12-inspire-programme/
https://sjcinspire.com/students/year-12-inspire-programme/year-12-inspire-2020-21/stem/competitions/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lk4qs8jGN4U 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y4vurv9usYA
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DID YOU ENJOY THIS TOPIC?
You might be interested in the following courses 
we offer at St John’s... 

Biochemistry
Biological Sciences
Biomedical Sciences
Human Sciences
Medicine

Hear from a St John’s student about studying these 
courses by clicking the links on the right...

Biochemistry

Biological Sciences

Human Sciences

Medicine

LOOKING FOR A NEW PODCAST TO 
GET STUCK INTO?
The University of Oxford provides a huge variety of podcasts 
on every topic imaginable, from cutting-edge scientific 
research to exciting events happening now at the university. 
You can find these on the University website or on Apple 
Podcasts. The BBC radio programme, In Our Time, covers 
a wide variety of fascinating subjects, discussed by world-
leading experts, including Oxford academics! Here are a few 
of our favourites:

A is for Autism
Teenage Brain
Neuroscience

https://www.instagram.com/sjc_access/
https://twitter.com/sjc_access
https://www.facebook.com/sjc.oxford/
https://www.sjc.ox.ac.uk/
mailto:inspire%40sjc.ox.ac.uk?subject=
https://sjcinspire.com
https://sjcinspire.com/
https://www.sjc.ox.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/subjects/biochemistry/
https://www.sjc.ox.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/subjects/biological-sciences/
https://www.sjc.ox.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/subjects/biomedical-sciences/
https://www.sjc.ox.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/subjects/human-sciences/
https://www.sjc.ox.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/subjects/medicine/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vdBoYXZAp90&pli=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kfp6loibf0M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iXWSmjQofJs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wUvApLzGD-Y
https://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/
https://www.ox.ac.uk/itunes-u?wssl=1
https://www.ox.ac.uk/itunes-u?wssl=1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qykl
http://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/autism
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09pl662
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00fbd26

