
Artificial intelligence 

Artificial intelligence- commonly referred to as AI- is defined in the dictionary as “the 

theory and development of computer systems able to perform tasks normally 

requiring human intelligence.” The development and creation of AI is often 

accompanied by a slew of moral conundrums and potential hazards to human 

safety alongside the obvious benefits. At what point of intelligence does something 

become sentient enough to be considered “alive” and how does this impact us and 

the way in which we can morally treat something? 

The benefits of AI are numerous: they can do certain lengthy tasks in seconds and 

can provide stand-ins for more precise, difficult or repetitious human work. As AI 

develops and becomes closer to being true artificial intelligence the possibilities 

become even more limitless: the human ability to problem solve, adapt, and react; 

the efficiency of a machine; and the ability to run complex logical simulations and 

programs easily. With true AI we could cure countless diseases in half the time, with 

untiring “scientist” AI and no human error, surgery could be safer and more precise; 

the amount of free time we as a species would have to explore and discover would 

increase exponentially as machines are able to do even the most difficult of jobs. 

However there is a gaping flaw in this utopia, presented by the many pitfalls and 

dubious morality surrounding the creation and treatment of AI. 

The main moral problem with AI centres around sentience. Does intelligence 

fundamentally come with emotion, want, and an understanding of their own 

existence? Or will AI be an intelligence more akin to an incredible computer, with no 

emotion, philosophy- nothing truly “human” involved? If all AI fall into the latter 

category then little changes morally from the computers of today, but the former? 

Surely a sentient computer would not be happy ever getting turned off? And surely 

this would count as murder, as one is ending the existence of another intelligent and 

sentient being? As the philosopher Descartes said “cogito, ergo sum” – “I think, 

therefore I am”, we cannot in good conscience turn off the very things we have 

given “life”, sentience and thought to, but with this moral absolute comes a new 

danger. If an AI decides not to grant us the same moral courtesy then a nuclear 

apocalypse or something of its ilk would not be far around the corner. The same 

things that make AI so beneficial to humanity make them incredibly dangerous- no 

amount of human made security is ever going to keep an AI out of a system, and in 

this hypothetical we cannot trust the very AI we have created to make better 

security; thus the danger becomes quite evident.  

All in all, AI pose a great deal of benefits and risks as well as creating large moral 

grey areas that we will have to eventually explore and deal with if we ever do make 

the leap between computers as we know them now, and true artificial intelligence. 

 

 


