
What are words? 
 

 

In modern times the definition of a word has become more blurred and inclusive with 

words like “#BlackLivesMatter” and “Fake news” being considered words by the 

American dialect society. 

 

The definition of what a word is can depend on who you ask. If you were to ask the 

very software that this if being written on, a word is any set of letters divided by 

spaces which while including almost all words, it in actuality covers too much being 

able to count made up words like trismatz, porstinf and glewtisapirsk. So, what we 

define as a word cannot simply be considered any set of letters between two spaces. 

 

The next definition after that it is any set letters between two spaces which has a 

meaning. But this method has many problems with it. This definition means that if 

one person makes up a word in their head and gives it meaning then it is now a 

word. For example, if I were to say that a word I made up “Fiflev” and I said that it 

was a more extreme synonym for cold, it would now be considered a word by this 

definition. 

 

A more specified definition would be if it is used by many people. This would help 

ensure against made up words. Another problem is that it would still include words 

that we would not consider these days to be words but would have been considered 

words in the past. For example, beadurof would not be considered a word by todays 

standard, but in the past it would have been. 

 

So, a new definition needs to be made including that it has to be in common use in 

modern day. But there is still another problem. The American dialect society still 

considers fake news as a word, as do many other dictionaries. This causes a 

problem as there is a space in between “fake” and “news” even though these are 

also two different words. 

 

This means we must add an exception to words which are made of two sub words. 

On that topic the problem of the word #blacklivesmatter, as this is a compound word 

made of many smaller words and an octothorpe which makes it different to all other 

words in look yet the same.  

 

In conclusion,  a word is a series of letters surrounded by a space (or in some cases 

with a space between sets of letters) which is commonly used in modern times and 

has a defined meaning. 


