
Essay: Why some words have gone “extinct”? 

Snowbrowth, snoutfair, slubberdegullion, a special commemoration to these three out of the tens of thousands of 

words in the English language that have gone "extinct". The constant development of our environment, technology and 

human advancement may be key factors as to why many of the words people used previously have fallen out of use. 

 The Buddha realised the term "Anicca", meaning impermanence. Everything, including the way people speak and 

combine languages, is persistently changing. Today, there are between 6000-8000 different languages spoken in the 

world. The variations and evolution in languages are often associated with culture, social behaviour and the 

development of the human mind. Dr Leon Stadler has stated that human languages are a "culturally evolving trait" and 

when it occurs, language change is quickly replicated. The main established variants are replaced by new variants. This 

occurs through changes in the population size of the people who use them, through migration or how they are used in 

different media like Twitter/global news. 

 We cannot visualise a society without forms of communication and language. It is also often said that language does not 

fossilise’, meaning that language is temporary. Things like grammar and slang are mental constructs created by humans 

due to globalisation/technology, constructed in a way that allows for the limitless transmission of messages despite the 

average active vocabulary of an adult English speaker only being around 20,000 words.  

 Not only mentally but physically, humans have evolved. Linguists and cognitive neuroscientists have also determined 

which regions of the human brain are involved in different elements of speech. For example, the understanding of 

proper nouns is believed to occur in parts of the temporal lobe and that of common nouns in the lateral temporal lobes. 

Therefore, it suggests that language is enabled and necessitated by human biology. The levels of human physiology that 

enable language stem from the brain. This then reaches the organs involved in the result of human speech and 

processing the speech of others - which over time have changed - creating a possibility as to why some words have fallen 

out of use, some words are processed better than others.  

 Some linguists suggest that language diversity occurs not only due to ethnicity and geography but also because of 

sociological reasons. 

When people are speaking the same language, they don't necessarily share the same "identity". Ethnic identity can 

change due to change through language, created to adapt to different situations. Language can act as a judge of 

personal and social identity.  

 The language change process can be influenced by a variety of factors including immigration, the value of a language 

and the status of a language for a certain society. It may be determined by the educational opportunities of future 

generations, the opportunities to learn languages. Language change can occur relatively quickly- eg: the now-obsolete 

word "resistentialism" was used till the 1940s. 

Summing up, language change will always be constantly evolving, attributable to society, technology, education and the 

development of the human mind. (496 words) 
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