
Language Evolution Over Time 

English words have changed in many ways over the years. Most words in the English language have 

fallen out of use, for various reasons. Certain words or phrases can be used daily by some people, 

whilst others may have no recollection of them, perhaps due to regional accents or dialect. But why 

does this happen, and can words ‘come back into fashion’ or be spread around the world? 

One reason for the evolution of language in England and other English-speaking countries is that 

words are simply no longer used, and they have perhaps ‘fallen out of fashion’.  Maybe words were 

used a long time ago – for example, in the 1800s – and we have no memory of them at all. In 1940, 

William Claxton, the pioneer of printing, noted that “And certainly our language now used varieth far 

from that which was used and spoken when I was born”. The verb “varieth” shows how much 

language has evolved, as the verb may have been used regularly in Elizabethan times, when the 

Queen’s English was at its height of popularity. This is the type of language that William Shakespeare 

used in his plays – as well as words like ‘thou’, ‘art’ and others with endings including ‘eth’ that are 

no longer used in today’s English. Unfortunately, due to the ongoing evolution of words, it has been 

replaced with words that sound similar, yet are easier to pronounce – so it looks like they are here to 

stay. 

Another potential reason for language evolution in countries is regional dialect. Many words are 

pronounced/known differently in various regions – e.g., a muffin can describe many things: in the 

North of England, residents would describe it as a bread roll, whereas it is a traditional English 

muffin in the South of England, and a cupcake in America. Another situation is how different words 

are when describing the same thing. For example, what is known as a ‘bench’ in the South of 

England is known as a ‘form’ in the North. There are many other examples of this, which could be 

either because of words that the cavemen who originally lived in these places used and may be the 

same for both regional accents, and dialect. Accents also vary around the country, due to where you 

come from or your authority – the upper class generally speak with a received pronunciation. The 

segregation of different words is unlikely to change, as it is difficult to learn a new word for 

something that you have called by another word for your whole life. 

Therefore, the English Language is always evolving. Evolution can be done regionally or with the 

replacement of old-fashioned words. This happens when you have learned to speak with the words 

of your region, or whichever words are around at the time. This is unlikely to change, as the replaced 

words are mostly forgotten, and if they are remembered, they will not change as people will be 

comfortable with existing words. Language evolution is internationally ongoing. 

 


