
The Innovation of Voice 

Free speech was established and first implemented in 1791 and I credit this to be the pivotal point of 
language evolution. Free speech is identified as the right to express opinion without restraint or fear 
of consequence, but what if the consequence is different to the expectation; something far greater 
than mankind could imagine and far bigger than fear of reprimand. I believe free speech 
transformed language and continues to do so as it is abused and regulated, and that it is the main 
reason why words fall out of use.  

As society evolves, more voices are rising proving there is a greater desire to be heard, and it is this 
very desire that impacts the way communities interact and by extension the way we talk. As free 
speech was established, gender roles and societal boundaries were slowly pushed as the industrial 
revolution began in Britain and the Bill of Rights was ratified in America. These societal 
developments came about as a result of free speech, which impacted the way language was used. It 
created a versatile climate, allowing vocabularies to expanded and adapt as more people expressed 
their purpose. This led to words being gained and lost. It forced old opinions and therefore the 
words alongside them to be cast away, making course for a societal shift. 

Jumping forward 202 years to 1993, SMS was introduced into Nokia technology, resulting in another 
change in language. The vast innovation of technology established new dialects in every language, as 
texting and acronyms such as lol were implemented into everyday speech; this made ‘old words’ 
seem inapplicable and therefore subconsciously discharged from everyday use. New generations 
accepted this new dialect as ordinary, and words fell out of use as if they had never existed. This 
change came about as a result of technology, but more importantly convenience.  

Convenience drives revolution and revolution dives language innovation. Everyone wants quicker, 
faster, more applicable, and it is this ability to satisfy a whim which is compelling words to fall out of 
use. Why don’t we speak old English? It is because many see Old English, such as the brilliance of 
Shakespeare, as unnecessary when they could just speak what is necessary, leaving behind 
‘embellishments’ to make way for convenience. And with free speech they have this ability to adapt 
their voice for convenience discarding words that don’t fit their purpose. Multiply this by 7.8 billion 
(the world’s current population) and that is billions of changes happening every day, subconsciously 
feeding language transition. 

In conclusion, words fall out of use due to a multitude of factors shaped by the ability to speak 
freely. No two people have the same language experience or personalised phrases, the resultant 
outcome is subtle influence, happening everyday driving changes in the way we speak and the words 
we use. I believe free speech is innovating voice. 

 
 
 


