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My Oxford 

Achievements 

Make the most of 

the libraries 

throughout your 

course – not just for 

revision! 

Some students get to the end of 

their course without having even 

visited the Rad Cam (one of 

Oxford’s famous libraries), which 

is a real shame. It is worth taking 

the time to explore all the 

incredible libraries and resources 

that Oxford has to offer, as there 

is a wide range of study spaces 

and materials to enjoy and make 

the most of while you’re here. 
It can even be worth looking up 

some job descriptions as inspiration 

for the kind of experience you should 

try to build up while at Oxford, so 

that when it comes to writing CVs, 

you’ve already got examples of when 

you demonstrated all the skills 

they’re asking for. 
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My Timeline 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First 

year 

Michaelmas Hilary Trinity Vacation Vacation Vacation 

Second

year 

Michaelmas Hilary Trinity Vacation Vacation Vacation 

Third 

year 

Michaelmas Hilary Trinity Vacation Vacation Vacation 

Fourth 

year 

Michaelmas Hilary Trinity Vacation Vacation Vacation 
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Fifth 

year 

Michaelmas Hilary Trinity Vacation Vacation Vacation 

Sixth 

year 

Michaelmas Hilary Trinity Vacation Vacation Vacation 

One of the most challenging 

aspects of studying at Oxford can 

be time management, as there is a 

significantly higher workload 

compared to Post-GCSE level. The 

key is to organise your time 

effectively and make the most of 

the vacations to get ahead with the 

readings for the coming term. 

Depending on your course, you may 

be able to influence which tutorials 

(tutes) you have in which term. This 

can be especially helpful if you’re 

doing a double honours degree, as 

tutors may not communicate across 

departments and hence not realise 

that you already have an 

exceptionally busy term. 

You might have to adapt your revision 

strategy at degree level as there is 

often not much time to revise between 

finishing your last lessons and the 

exams. Consolidating your notes 

during the vacations and dividing up 

topics to create revision resources with 

your course-mates can help you cover 

all the material you need on time. 

It might seem crazy to already 

be thinking about all the 

things you’ll be doing over the 

next 3-6 years, but the time 

will fly, and thinking ahead 

will help you make sure you 

have achievements to be 

proud of at the end. 
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My Schedule 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

6am        

6:30am        

7am        

7:30am        

8am        

8:30am        

9am        

9:30am        

10am        

10:30am        

11am        

11:30am        

Noon        

12:30pm        

1pm        

1:30pm        
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2pm        

2:30pm        

3pm        

3:30pm        

4pm        

4:30pm        

5pm        

5:30pm        

6pm        

6:30pm        

7pm        

7:30pm        

8pm        

8:30pm        

9pm        

9:30pm        

10pm        
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Conure Quiz 

AnimalWonders Montana (2014) What’s a Conure? Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mieTf9WK_Xk  (Accessed: 17 June 2020). 

1) What colour is Jessi’s (the presenter’s) hair? 

2) Which animal is related to the sun conure?  

3) What are the three main families of parrot?  

4) Which parrot was making a lot of noise? 

5) What are the physical similarities between Lulu and Ecuador?  

6) What are the colours of the macaw?  

7) In which countries could you find a parakeet like Zapper?  

8) Reorder the following according to order, family and genus: Pyrrhura, Psittaciformes, Psittacidae 

9) Are the two smallest birds parrots or parakeets?    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mieTf9WK_Xk
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Learning Styles 

 
Visual Auditory Kinaesthetic 

How you’re 
engaged 

- Pictures 
- Colours 
- Videos 
- Writing 

- Spoken word 
- Videos 
- Songs 

- Movement 
- Touch 
- Doing 

Revision 
style 

- Mind maps 
- Drawing 
- Post-it notes 
- Coloured pens 
- Diagrams 

 

 

- Listening to videos 
- Recording yourself talking 

about topics 
- Making songs about topics 
- Discussing with others 

 

 

- Practising methods 
- Creating a dance, associating 

movements with things you 
have to remember 

- Creating gestures for yourself 
to remind you of information 

 

 

 

What each person finds ‘interesting’ 

depends on their learning style. You 

may be more visual, auditory or 

kinaesthetic. It’s a good idea to try out 

all these styles to see which engages 

you most and helps you to process 

and remember information. Usually 

using a mixture of multiple methods 

can strengthen your memory. 
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Discuss and analyse the social inequalities revealed and 

exacerbated by climate change. 

Reading List: 

Fisher, P. B. (2011) ‘Climate change and human security in Tuvalu’, Global Change, Peace and 
Security, 23(3), pp. 293–313. doi: 10.1080/14781158.2011.601852. Available at: 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/254326166_Climate_change_and_human_security_in
_Tuvalu [Accessed on 23/06/2020] 

Barker, T., Scrieciu, Ş. and Taylor, D. (2008) ‘Climate change, social justice and development’, 
Development, 51(3), pp. 317–324. doi: 10.1057/dev.2008.33. Available at: 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/225026935_Climate_Change_Social_Justice_and_Dev
elopment [Accessed on 23/06/2020] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As an Oxford student, you’ll find 

out that there are different types 

of reading. Sometimes it’s 

important to read a whole text 

thoroughly from beginning to end, 

but often the important thing is to 

understand the main argument. 

This can be done by employing 

rapid reading techniques. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/254326166_Climate_change_and_human_security_in_Tuvalu
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/254326166_Climate_change_and_human_security_in_Tuvalu
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/225026935_Climate_Change_Social_Justice_and_Development
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/225026935_Climate_Change_Social_Justice_and_Development
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Notes and Reflections 

 

 

The most important 

thing is that you can 

read, understand and 

relate to your own 

notes (now and in the 

future!) 

Notes matter because 

they help you to 

process the 

information you are 

being given and are a 

key to your revision. 

Many students get to their final 

year and then realise that they 

haven’t taken revision-worthy 

notes ready for finals. To avoid 

this, try to write notes based on 

the information you will need 

while revising, and consolidate 

them during each vacation. 
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Essay Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

What is classed as a ‘good 

essay’ varies from subject 

to subject. It is therefore 

important to get tailored 

advice from tutors for 

your particular area of 

study. 

Some good general advice includes: 

• Always plan: a strong plan should be a blueprint of 

your whole essay in its structure and content. It 

ensures that you don’t forget anything major, that 

your ideas flow and that you never run out of time. 

• Strong degree-level essays build up an argument 

over the course of the writing – they don’t provide 

a plot twist at the end that undermines everything 

you’ve said! This may be different to how you have 

been used to writing at Post-GCSE level. 

• A good paragraph structure can be to state the 

point at the beginning, give some evidence, 

demonstrate how the evidence justifies the point 

and evaluate it, then link to the following point. 

All images in this activity pack are copyright free, or my own 

images which I give St. John's College permission to reproduce 

by including them here. 


