
Would it be better if we all spoke the same language? 

The dictionary definition of a language is “the method of human communication, either 

spoken or written” in a “structured” way and some languages are “used by a particular 

country or community”. There are roughly 7000 languages spoken in the world, and this 

number Is constantly changing over years, as languages are forgotten and new ones are 

introduced. Some languages, such as Sanskrit and Hebrew, that are still widely spoken 

today are thousands of years old and the human species has one of the most complicated 

means of communication. However, languages barriers do exist, creating misunderstandings 

and making it hard to understand what people are saying in all kinds of everyday situations. 

So, what if we all did speak the same language?  

The straightforward positive answer to this side of the argument would be, that there would 

be no misunderstandings and communicating would be much easier and faster and 

productivity would be boosted. According to the Bible, humans unifying and communicating 

through only one language is something that has already happened. A quote from Genesis 

11:7 says that “Come, let Us go down and confuse their language, so that they will not 

understand one another’s speech”. Which shows that, humans had found a way to interact 

through one language, giving them a great advantage. Therefore, being able to 

communicate through one universal form of speech (which could be something like 

Esperanto, created in the 1870) would at first glance be the best choice. Also, some things 

such as formulas in maths or science are understood all around the world in the same form 

and this is not necessarily a negative thing.  

Nonetheless, language and culture are intertwined and to understand a culture, knowing 

their language is the first and possibly the most crucial step. For this reason, if a language is 

destroyed so is the culture. Every language is linked to a unique culture, of which many 

people are part of, and forcing people to connect through only 1 language, and to forget their 

mother tongue can emotionally affect them. Furthermore, it is predicted that by 2100 half of 

the languages that exist today will disappear, since even during the 21st Century the world is 

collectively adopting the “western culture”.  

Many people would think that, a universal means of communication, could be the solution for 

world peace, however it would cause the complete opposite. Forcing people to adopt a 

culture or to learn and only speak in one language could cause massive protests, as you 

cannot force whole communities to abandon their own identities. In addition, from a mental 

and physical health point of view, being multilingual can increase memory, problem-solving 

skills and multitasking. That is why I think everyone should be allowed to express 

themselves individually in different ways, such as their speech. Diversity is not negative, as it 

inspires creativity amongst individuals and encourages everyone to work harder to 

understand and get along with each other. 
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