
Excavation projects on sites such as Pompeii and Herculaneum should be halted 
unless and until improvements are made in excavation practices to prevent further 
damage as the sites are currently exposed to erosion and weathering and are not 
excavated with sustainable practices. 
 
Instead, we should focus on preserving what has already been exposed as it is 
important to preserve uncovered artefacts to allow them to be further analysed and 
protected for others to see. Steps must be taken to protect these sites from the 
negative impact of tourism, which has led to irreversible damage being done to the 
sites. For example, in 2019, a British woman was spotted cutting tesserae from the 
site. Further, an Etruscan bowl was found to have been inscribed by a fraudster in an 
attempt to sell it to tourists for an inflated price. This could have led to misinformation 
about ancient civilisations if its fraudulent nature was not discovered. Steps should 
also be taken to protect exposed areas of the site from natural causes. The sites are 
not sufficiently sheltered from the weather, as demonstrated by the collapse of the 
House of Gladiators in 2010 due to heavy rain, and many structures are exposed to 
the corrosive faeces of birds. Although steps have been taken to protect sites, such 
as guard rails to prevent people from damaging the site, the funds that are put 
towards preservation are often used inefficiently - for example, in the case of 
Pompeii, the funds are used so inefficiently by Italian officials that the site would be 
better left untouched. 
 
Admittedly, many important artefacts have been discovered through excavation 
projects, including a South Gaulish bowl that have allowed historians to better 
understand the Roman Empire, and a tankard resembling the designs of a British 
tankard that allowed historians to further their knowledge of the Romanisation of 
Britain, which showed that rather than oppressing the victims of conquest, the 
Romans may have integrated them into their society. Without excavating these sites, 
historians will be unable to further their knowledge on ancient civilisations. 
Additionally, there is the risk that if excavations are stopped for too long, many sites 
will be destroyed by natural disasters. Indeed, in 2014, heavy rain and flooding 
resulted in multiple areas suffering from significant damage, including a preserved 
shop that collapsed. However, with the ongoing irresponsible excavation practices, 
and the negative impacts of tourism, it is likely that by continuing with excavation 
projects more harm will be done to our knowledge of history. Therefore, I believe that 
excavation on sites like Pompeii should be halted due to the current damaging 
practices of excavation, and instead we should focus on preserving what has already 
been found. 


