
Should we carry on excavating sites like Pompeii to see what else we can find or should we 

focus on preserving what has already been found.  

Excavation or Preservation, it’s a simple question with multiple good and bad consequences. 

However, when it comes to the perfectly restored artefacts of the ancient roman town of Pompeii 

what choice should we make? Should we conservatively hold on to what we know and ensure that 

we treasure for future generations or should we strive to find new artefacts and information which is 

currently tantalisingly hidden beneath the igneous crust of Pompeii?  

To argue for excavating, one must consider that we’re arguably neglecting Pompeii if we don’t 

retrieve the potentially, priceless relics that could still lie under the remains of the eruption. The 

Ruins of Pompeii is a goldmine of roman culture and information; it’s almost like a peephole into the 

daily lives of the town’s inhabitants. For an example, we assumed that the eruption happened in 

August when it actually happened in November as proven by a graffito on a Pompeian banker’s tomb. 

Also at the nearby town of Herculaneum, researchers have recovered the census of AD 73-74 which 

shows us that the town was inhabited by circa 500 people.  New discoveries will further develop our 

understanding of the time period and area and this information can only be obtained through further 

excavation. Another argument for excavation is that these discoveries bring in tourists to the area.  

Tourists go to Pompeii to experience the roman life and culture. New discoveries keep the area 

relevant for tourists which reaps huge financial rewards for Pompeii and the surrounding area.   

However, at the current rate of decline of Pompeii, one must also argue for preservation. It’s been 

gingerly swept under the rug but the fact of the matter is that Pompeii and Herculaneum are in need 

of restoration. In fact in the years 1996, 1998 and 2000 the World Monument Fund has placed 

Pompeii on the World Monument Watch, a list of cultural sites that are critically endangered. The 

fund even said that the ancient city “desperately needed repair.”  This prediction became very 

apparent in 2010 when Pompeii’s House of Gladiators suddenly collapsed. Reports claim that the 

collapse is due to heavy rain however this has come to much scepticism as many believe that the 

collapse is due to neglect and mistreatment. Finally, in 2012 UNESCO announced that they’d put 

Pompeii on the List of World Heritage in Danger if restoration works fail to make progress within 

the next two years.  

In the end, I believe that researchers should mainly focus on preserving Pompeii because if we don’t 

truly aid this crumbling city it will be gone forever. Also preservation will keep the remains of the 

city in good order for future generations like a time capsule of roman life. However, we should also 

keep excavating the city back to its former glory so we can truly see the city as it once was. 


