
"He perished in a devastation of the loveliest of lands." Pliny the Younger wrote 

this moving account to describe the cataclysmic destruction of Pompeii in the 

aftermath of Vesuvius erupting in AD 79. The irony is that it's devastation helped 

preserve countless relics and artefacts for future generations to enjoy. 

Pompeii is an archaeologist's dream. Throughout history new treasures ranging 

from pottery and frescoes to jewellery and dead bodies have been unearthed giving 

us invaluable insights into Roman society. Its archaeological riches are threatened 

by its unfortunate geographical location on the edge of a tectonic plate. The sense 

of urgency to continue excavating is heightened by scientists predicting that the 

next great eruption is long overdue. Pompeii could be demolished in an instant and 

with it one third of its riches yet to be discovered. It would be a travesty not to 

unveil them. As inquisitive creatures, it is in our nature to explore Pompeii's 

remains to give us a tantalising glimpse of the Roman world. Visitors cannot help 

but be moved as they relive the horror citizens faced back in AD 79 as their bodies 

scorched in the unrelenting volcanic heat. My personal interest in the Ancient 

World was ignited by Virgil's 'The Aeneid' . From the lines of graffiti etched onto 

the walls of taverns it seems he was just as popular then as he is now. Imagine how 

boring the world would be if the humorous jokes and vulgar put downs remained 

undiscovered under ash and rubble. Imagine if a new literary work of genius is 

discovered in Pompeii; that prospect alone is enough to want to discover more. 

Sadly, disorganised tourism and poor excavating techniques have been the cause of 

much destruction in the past. Expert Mary Beard, believes that the remains of 

Pompeii should remain underground "safe and sound" and that funding should 

focus on conservation. However, non-intrusive technology such as `conventional 

X-Ray phase contrast tomography', can process information virtually without 

damaging the artefact. Restoration done properly, requires detailed knowledge of 

construction techniques using high quality concrete. Unscrupulous profiteers have 

plundered Pompeii's riches in the past causing parts of the excavation site to 

become unstable. Scientists such as Professor Roberto Scandone resents the 

enthusiasm for archaeology over vulcanology. He is concerned that the volcanic 

rock providing vital clues about the eruption in AD 79 are quite literally being 

chipped away. The threat of EU cuts, amidst mismanagement of funds is 

undeniably a huge worry. Squabbling bureaucrats and the long tentacles of the 

Camorra have overshadowed the optimism of the Grande Progetto Pompeii back in 

2012. Nevertheless, Pompeii is a world heritage site and has proven to be one of 

the most visited spots in Italy. Tourism boosts the economy of the region creating 

jobs for local people. The revenue, properly spent, could be used to preserve the 

site for generations to come. 

For me the over-riding point is that we can lose Pompeii to Mother Nature 

depriving millions of the opportunity to experience its glory. 


