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Competition 1.1: Trade in Rome 

By Alex Yang 

The grain is transported from Alexandria to Neapolis. This can be supported as it is next to 

the Mile delta which is a source of arable land and water. From the data provided the fastest 

route towards Neapolis is to cross the Mediterranean Sea in the spring period using strong 

winds and currents in the Bosporus. For all seasons it takes an average of 17.175 days 

(Figure 1) to travel to Neapolis using the fastest route. In this instant the fastest route is also 

the cheapest route, which costs on average of 1.7175 denariis without further transfer costs. 

 

 

Figure 1: Calculated Fastest Route on ORBIS 

Egypt only transports grain to Neapolis in a four month period in summer, meaning that the 

transport time of grain over the sea is long. As 17 days of the journey is spent on the sea. 

The grain is exposed to moisture for a short amount of time. This may affect its quality and 

weight, causing it to be dried afterwards when it reaches port. However despite this 

complication, transport was at its cheapest during the summer month. This reduces 

expenses and allows for larger profit, but it limits the flexibility of trades in other seasons. 

The volume of grain compensates for the 10,000 sesterces, which means that the grain is 

worth more than the price of the loan. The grain acts as a ‘security’ if the loan is not paid. 

According to the history of the grain dole, an adult male citizen of 14 years and above 

consumes 3 kilograms of grain per month. So we can assume that an adult male citizen 

would consume 396 kilograms of grain per year. As a Roman legionary earns 900 sesterces 
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per annum he is able to afford 990 measures of wheat, which is 8614 litres of wheat. This 

allows him to feed 17 legionaries a year, including him. Compared to the pay of a legionary 

solider, the price of the grain was low at the time. 

The extract reveals the freedman to have more rights than that of this Greek counterpart, as 

the imperial freedman is to be repaid full on demand. The borrower also never mentions any 

disagreement of renegotiations upon his part, showing that the imperial freedman not only 

had status but power to control his clients in any ways he wished. We can also see that the 

Galus also owned slaves of his own. This could indicate that imperial freedmen had a choice 

of a better life after servitude than those living as normal citizens, which gave him prosperity 

and power. But most importantly, being a freedman gave them personal freedom; it 

recognised them as citizen of the Roman Empire and gave them the right to vote and 

political freedom. This allowed the freedmen to actively seek different opportunities without 

restrictions, which lead to prosperity and power. 

 

Resources used: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cura_Annonae 

 


