
Competition 1.1: Trade in Rome 

Roman Traders and Freedmen 

 

An Alexandrian grain ship travelling to the Bay of Naples would have travelled for roughly 

thirty-five days on the shortest route. The overall direction of the journey would be towards 

the North-West. Thirty-five days would not have been considered an unusual time to be 

travelling by ship. However, for a trader in Puteoli, this could possibly mean waiting a rather 

long time. If it took roughly thirty-five days to travel from Alexandria to the Bay of Naples, it 

could have been over seventy days between grain deliveries. Of course, this would be 

assuming that only one ship is making these journeys. This is a rather long time for a trader 

to be waiting for grain. It could possibly mean that in the days coming up to grain deliveries, 

a trader would have a low stock of grain. This would depend on how much grain was traded 

between each delivery, so when grain was in a particularly high demand, stocks may have 

run out relatively quickly. This could cause some issues for a trader, as they would have run 

out of their needed stock, and it could cause some possible tension. Even then, it is quite 

likely that the trader would normally receive the necessary amount of grain for seventy 

days. However, if multiple grain ships made the journey from Alexandria to the Bay of 

Naples, the time between deliveries would have been much shorter and this problem would 

have been avoided. 

Considering the annual pay of a Roman Legionary, the price of grain in the contract is 

relatively low. The loan shows that freedmen, especially freedmen of emperors, could 

become quite financially successful. The freedman of Tiberius Caesar Augustus was owed a 

loan of 10,000 sesterces. Taking into account that the annual pay of a Roman legionary was 

900 sesterces, 10,000 sesterces would have been equal to roughly eleven years’ worth of 

pay. This shows that a freedman of an emperor could become incredibly wealthy, which is 

quite shocking. The loan contract tells us that the freedman even had a slave, showing that 

the freedman also has a fair amount of power. This also means that freedmen could have 

become very successful and influential in Puteoli. 


