A WELCOME
FROM
THE EDITOR
As Fellow for Access and Admissions at St
John’s College, I am delighted to welcome you to
the Year 11 Inspire Programme! We have almost
600 pupils from all over the UK registered on the
course this year, and we very much look forward
to working with you all over the coming months.
St John’s College has a real passion for
education, and we believe that we have a
responsibility to support young people in fulfilling
their academic potential, regardless of the
challenges or difficulties they may encounter. The
St John’s Inspire Programme aims to do just that:
to provide you with opportunities to pursue your
academic interests, to develop your study skills
and to encourage you to become more confident
in your abilities.
Over the course of the next few months, you’ll
participate in three classes themed around the
question: “What is the power of a volcano?”
We’ll look at this question from the perspectives
of all sorts of subjects: from history and
archaeology; to biology, geology and maths; and
arts and literature—so no matter your subject,
there will be something for you! As you will see,
a simple question can reveal many different
answers depending on who you ask. Oxford tutors
and postgraduate students have written a number
of fascinating articles and devised challenging
problems for you to solve—submit your solutions
to us before each competition’s closing date and
you might win a prize!

Dr Sandra Campbell,
Fellow for Access &
Admissions

We know you’re busy studying for your GCSEs
this year, so we will also include some studying
tips and resources to help you prepare. Because
we are covering so many subjects, you won’t be
expected to read everything we send you as part
of this course: you can simply pick and choose
what you’re interested in.
In the third class, we’ll also be sending you
details about the Summer School taking place
at St John’s in 2020. You will have the chance to
apply for a place on the Summer School as long
as you have entered at least one competition
throughout the course, and the application will
involve writing a short personal statement and
designing a poster.
Read on for an outline of the three classes and
the key dates to keep in mind—and a short quiz to
see how much you know about volcanoes already!
We hope you enjoy the course, and if you have
any questions throughout, please get in touch at
inspire@sjc.ox.ac.uk. We are also happy to answer
any questions you might have about St John’s
College or applying to study at Oxford, and we
have a number of Student Ambassadors as well
as members of the Access and Admissions Office
who are here to help.
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HOW WILL WE
SEND YOU THE
COURSE MATERIALS?
Each class will be a PDF
file, emailed to you on
the release date listed to
the right. They will also
be uploaded to the course
page on Inspire Digital.

WHAT IS THE POWER OF A VOLCANO?
CLASS 1: HANDLING VOLCANIC OBJECTS
In this class we learn how to engage with primary sources and historical
materials in order to ask interesting questions that will help us make sense
of the past. We’ll be starting with one of the most famous volcanic eruptions
of all time, Pompeii: from dinner party wares to the archives of a banking
family, we will look at all sorts of materials that can help us understand the
customs, culture and challenges of people in Pompeii. We’ll also learn how
to date long-ago volcanic eruptions using a variety of methods, and then we
will consider the role of the historian in preserving the very material that
we’ve been looking at.

We will post competition
outcomes on Inspire Digital
as well, so be sure to check
back regularly!
Make sure you add
inspire@sjc.ox.ac.uk
to your email address
book so you don’t miss
any of our emails!

subjects covered: Archaeology, Classics, History, Geography
release date: 6 January 2020
competition deadline: 27 January 2020
CLASS 2: VOLCANOES IN THE SCIENCES
In the previous class we looked at volcanoes in relation to human history—
and now we’ll consider the role volcanoes played in the demise of the
dinosaurs. We’ll learn about the geographical records that volcanic eruptions
leave, as well as how to calculate the size of a volcanic eruption based on
just three variables. Finally, we will consider the nature of natural disasters
and what bearing this has on the economic value of human lives.

KEEP UP WITH US ON
INSTAGRAM!

subjects covered: Biology, Economics, Geography, History, Maths
release date: 27 January 2020
competition deadline: 24 February 2020
CLASS 3: EXPLOSIVE CREATIVITY
We’ve learned in the past two classes that volcanic eruptions are quite
dramatic, life-altering and sometimes world-changing events, so it’s no
wonder that they have inspired their fair share of literature and arts. In this
class we will consider some of this creative work, all the way from ancient
visual art to modern pop music. You’ll even have the opportunity to create
something of your own for one of this class’s competitions!
subjects covered: History of Art, Languages, Literature, Music, Visual Arts
release date: 24 February 2020
competition deadline: 23 March 2020
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COMPETITIONS
With each class in the Year 11 course, we will
include a few competitions for you to participate
in. Some of these will be writing prompts, some
will be maths questions and some will be creative
assignments.
how to participate in the competitions:
1. Complete your competition entry
2. Fill out the competition cover sheet
3. Email your entry and your cover sheet to us
at inspire@sjc.ox.ac.uk

For each competition, the winning entry will
receive a £20 Amazon voucher, and top entries
will be featured on Inspire Digital. For maths
competitions, the first five pupils to submit the
correct answer will have their name listed in the
next issue—along with the correct answer, for
anyone who wants to check their work! You can
find full details about how competitions work on
Inspire Digital here.
Remember: in order to be eligible to apply to
the Summer School in 2020, you need to have
participated in at least one competition!

Click here to see the winning competition
entries from last year’s course!

SUMMER
SCHOOL

The Inspire Programme Year 11 Summer School is an
exciting opportunity for you to experience life as an
undergraduate student at St John’s. You will attend
workshops led by current university researchers,
meet Oxford undergraduates and participate in fun
trips around Oxford.
In order to be eligible, you need to:
• Be registered for the Year 11 programme by 29
November 2019
• Participate in at least one competition during the
course of the programme
• Submit an application for the Summer School,
including a personal statement and short writing
question (further details will be sent around in later
course materials)

how much does it cost?
Meals and accommodation are provided
free of charge, and we have funds available
to assist with traveling to and from Oxford.
Further information about this will be
provided in later course materials.
when is it?
The Summer School will take place at
St John’s College, Oxford from
2 August—4 August 2020.
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HOW TO GET THE MOST
OUT OF THIS COURSE
read!
Read all the articles that sound interesting to you—
we always include links to more interesting topics,
reading and videos from every article so you can take
each one as a starting point from which to explore
further. You can print articles out if you want, but
we recommend reading them on a computer so you
have access to all the linked content.
enter!
Enter a competition—you’ll be asked to engage
critically with the material you’ve read, and as a
bonus, these competitions are great practice for
Oxford-style interview questions!
follow!
Follow our website Inspire Digital—we add all our
events as well as University-wide outreach events
into our online calendar, so keep an eye on this for
events that might interest you! We also post free
resources and questions you can work on outside
of the course if you’re still hungry for more! You
can also follow our Instagram page, where we post
about our events and upcoming projects.
STAY IN TOUCH
BETWEEN NEWSLET TERS
@sjc.oxford
@sjc_access
@StJohnsOx

BEFORE YOU GO:
Check out our volcanoes pre-test to see
how much you already know! By the end
of the last class, you’ll be able to answer all
of these questions and more.
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