
Sandra is the Fellow for Access and Admissions for St
John’s, directing an extensive range of outreach projects
including the pre- and post-GCSE Inspire Programme. She
leads our team of 5 access and admissions staff, all of
whom are passionate about making a difference for
disadvantaged pupils. She is also involved in other
aspects of College life, including teaching, welfare,
discipline, presidential collections, various committees
and alumni interactions.

Sandra has worked in higher education for the last 25
years. She has been a tutor in Physiology at Oxford for the
past 13 years, teaching within the Medicine, Biomedical
Sciences and Experimental Psychology courses for both
the College and the University.

Outside her teaching interests, she manages a team
facilitating the development of laboratory imaging
biomarkers for tumour detection and monitoring for use
in patients.
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Denise is Head of Communications for St John’s and
Executive Officer to the President, working on a wide
range of projects including strategy, speech-writing and
governance. She is also a member of Professor Maggie
Snowling and Professor Charles Hulme’s research team
working on interventions looking at children’s language
and learning difficulties and how best to ameliorate them.
The team recently published the Nuffield Early Language
Intervention (OUP, 2018) and are now working on an
effectiveness trial of the programme in 200 schools.

Before joining St John’s, Denise worked in educational
publishing for 25 years, after two years teaching English in
state high schools in Japan. She was a Board Member of
the Educational Publishers Council and Governor and
Chair of Governors at Combe Church of England Primary
School in Oxfordshire.
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Tim attended non-selective state schools in
Cornwall before studying law as an undergraduate
at St John’s in the early 1980s. He subsequently
qualified as a solicitor and was a partner in two
major City of London law firms for 24 years,
including holding various leadership roles there.
He is currently a governor of two non-selective
academies in Fulham, having previously served as
a governor of another non-selective academy in
Tower Hamlets.

Tim Polglase, School 
Governor for Fulham 
and Tower Hamlets 
Academies

Katherine brings a lifelong commitment to improving
education and a particular interest in success and
progression for learners of all ages and backgrounds.

I have been a Headteacher of Matthew Arnold School
since 2006 and have focused on ensuring that all
learners are able to succeed and to progress to
positive destinations when they leave school. As Chair
of OCL (Oxford City Learning) from 2009–2017, a
network of secondary education providers across the
City, I worked with colleague Heads and Principals to
improve achievement and raise aspiration for all
learners. In 2015 I led the development of a multi-
academy Trust, the Acer Trust, which consists of
primary and secondary schools across Oxfordshire,
with a core aim of ‘Achieving Excellence for All’.

Prior to taking up the headship of Matthew Arnold
School, I was the Principal Advisor for Secondary
School Improvement at Birmingham City Council. My
career includes advisory work in science education and
education leadership in three Local Authorities, as well
as teaching in a range of comprehensive schools
across Oxfordshire and the West Midlands. I have also
worked in Higher Education as Science Education
Research Fellow at the University of Birmingham.
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Originally from the North East of England, Matt
studied History at University College, Oxford,
and has a number of years’ experience in
widening access and participation. He currently
works on the development and implementation
of the University of Oxford’s regional outreach
strategy. Prior to this, he has worked as a
schools-based coordinator in London, and
subsequently on the operation and expansion
of the OxNet initiative, which operates
outreach hubs in the North West and North
East of England, and in parts of London.
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Before joining the teaching staff of
Harrow School in 2010, I pursued
research in Theoretical High Energy
Physics with stints at Cambridge
University, Queen Mary University of
London, CERN and Imperial College
London. My varied portfolio at Harrow
includes working as the Director of
Lumina, a free summer school for Year
12 pupils from maintained schools who
are considering Oxbridge and top Russell
Group universities. Lumina is a joint
enterprise between Harrow School and
Twyford CofE Academies Trust in Ealing,
supported by John Lyon’s Charity and the
Harrow Development Trust. Since its
inception in 2014 it has grown from
supporting 50 pupils from 13 different
schools to 200 pupils from 40 schools.
Lumina is accessible to pupils from nine
different London Boroughs, including
Harrow and Ealing, and also provides

support to teachers at participating
schools. I am passionate about helping
pupils from all backgrounds to put
themselves on the appropriate trajectory
at school that will enable them to move
on to the higher education courses that
best suit them individually. Another
aspect of my work in this respect involves
coordinating the support that Harrow
provides to pupils and teachers in local
partner state schools with their
applications to Oxford and Cambridge in
the Autumn term of Year 13. I am excited
to have the opportunity to support St
John’s Inspire Programme in encouraging
all pupils with exceptional promise to aim
high and develop the necessary skills,
expertise and confidence to ultimately
make well-founded applications to top
universities.

Dr James Bedford, 
Director of Lumina, 
Harrow School

I have taught in comprehensive schools
both in the UK and in South Africa, twice
in girls’ only schools, and I am currently
the head of The Ellen Wilkinson School for
Girls in Ealing. I am passionate about girls’
only education. As a third generation
university qualified female in my family, I
work very hard to inspire girls to go to
university and specifically into STEM
careers. Our school has been part of the
Inspire program for some time. At EWS,
99% of our Year 13 pupils go on to
University, 25% to Russell Group

universities and 40 % to follow STEM
related courses. A significant number of
our pupils are the first in their families to
go to University. I am on the board of the
Ealing Learning Partnership and chair of
their Pathways and Progression
Committee, where we consider the future
opportunities available to pupils from
Ealing. I am a life-long learner with a very
broad field of interests – I have degrees in
Music and Maths and an MBA, and I’m
currently studying towards a Law degree. Rachel Kruger, Head, 

The Ellen Wilkinson 
School for Girls, Ealing

After studying Natural Sciences and Chemical
Engineering at Emmanuel College, Cambridge, Sue
joined BP and worked in various engineering and
commercial roles in the UK and USA. Sue then
moved into teaching and is currently headteacher
of Whitmore High School in Harrow, an inclusive
community school with 1700 pupils. Sue is Chair of
Harrow’s High School Headteachers Group and
Schools’ Forum and committed to ensuring all
young people have fair and equal access to a high
quality education.
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